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excellent teaching m the 
lower grades has provided a 
strong basis for the future 
education of the children 
here, especially as it provided 
an enthusiasm for learning, a 
solid background in the Scrip
tures, and firm structure for 
social behavior and study 
habits. May God graciously 
give you many more years to 
serve Him in this important 
calling, Miss Lubbers. 
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•□• 
Miss Genevieve Lubbers 

~EATURE 
When one reads the word "basics," in the context of "educa

tion," of what is he likely to think? Of studying phonics, 
perhaps? ... and of conjugating verbs; ... and of memorizing 
multiplication tables? That's what "the basics" are all about, 
aren't they? Read in', 'ritin ', and 'rithmetic - the basics . .. as in 
"Basics, Back to the . ... " For just a m.oment there, when I 
saw the title "Remembering the Basics," I imagined that I knew 
what would be the thrust of Rev. Kuiper's article. That was until 
I read his first paragraph. Then I saw, and had to admit shame
facedly, how wrong I had been. For there are indeed "basics" 
which are more basic than the "how-to 's" of formal educatiqn. 
Covenant children, parental schools, instruction permeated by 
the infallible Scriptures. . . . Ah yes, these are the basics. True it 
is that our schools must remain strong academically. If students 
leave our schools less than highly literate, we have failed them. If · 
our students do not in our schools receive a good foundation in 
science, geography, history, literature . .. we have failed. them, 
But, above all else, we may never let time dim our perception of 
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of the. 'll:nde-rlying. principles _on which our schools were estab

lished. We do well therefore to heed the admonition of Rev. 
Kuiper that we "remember the basics." 

emembering the Basi s 
by Rev. Dale Kuiper 

Time does many things. Time bears all its sons away. Time heals. 
Time works nostalgia, so that many yearn for earlier times, often for
getting the hardships of those times. Time brings change. But time 
aiso tends to dull the perceptions and lull to sleep in respect to the 
issues of life and the principles that ought to be vivid in our minds and 
hearts. 

Many of our schools have commemorated various milestones or 
anniversaries recently. God has been faithful in allowing us to have our 
own schools for many years. Are our schools standing for, and upon, 
the same principles as they once did? Does our membership know and 
love the principles upon which our fathers established these schools? 
Are we of a mind to sacrifice, if need be, to maintain those principles? 
Allow me to spell out five basics of Reformed education that the 
passage of time must not take from us. 

I. Our Children Are Covenant Children 
The educational basic that our children are covenant children cannot 

be repeated too often or emphasized too much. The God Who calls us 
to train up our children, and Who blesses us in this task, is the covenant 
God. He has revealed Himself to Old Testament Israel and to the New 
Testament church as the living God Who lives within Himself a perfect 
life of fellowship. The covenant did not begin with Abraham, or even 
with Adam and Eve, but it stretches back into the endless reaches of 
eternity and belongs to the very essence of God. Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit live in unity of friendship and love from eternity. That Triune 
God reveals His covenant by graciously calling into His friendship a 
people in Christ; this we know as the covenant of grace, the heart of 
which is the bond of friendship that all the elect have with God. There 
belongs to this revelation the truth that God saves His people in the line 
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of believers and their seed, and here we come squarely to our children! 
As friends of God and believers in. the Messenger of the Covenant, 
Jesus Christ, we have the promise of God that He takes His chjldren 
from our children. And this means that as parents and as church we 
look at our children, organically and as a whole, as covenant children. 
Therefore· the command to instruct in the ways of the covenant and in 
the fear of the Lord comes to us in respect to all of our children. 

Because we deal here with the important matter of the covenant, »7e 
ought to be very clear as to the purpose of our schools. And if we• 
would know what this purpose is, we simply have to answer th.e 
question, What is the purpose of the God of salvation wi.th· us? As I 
attempt to answer this question, please do not turn me off for a few 
minutes and say, "How trite and hackneyed!" For the purpose is the 
glory of God in Jesus Christ; another purpose there is not. We can use 
the verbs glorify, praise, magnify, extol, laud, etc., as long as we make 
the direct object of those verbs God Himself! This point rests upon the 
fact that our covenant God is always a self-glorifying God - in creation, · 
in salvation, in history, and therefore in our schools: The life we live 
in fellowship with God does not center in us· and our children but it 
centers in God and His good pleasure. And His good pleasure is that 
those whom He brings into His covenant live unto the glory of His 

grace. . 
Our schools must assist in a very real way in the fulfilling of that 

purpose. Not that we train citizens for the state; though, as our 

children are instructed in the wisdom, power, and authority of God, 
they will by His grace be good citizens in the state. Not that we have 
vocational schools that turn out· skilled workmen of various types; 
though, as our children are instructed in stewardship and calling, they 
will develop their abilities in this direction. The single statement that 
covers it all, the. ensign that could well be engraved above the· doors of 
our school buildings;- ·but first engraved upon our hearts and the hearts 
of our children, is simply this: To God Alone Be the Glory! If that 
purpose seems too. high: .. or too low . .' . or seems not to be stating the 
purpose at ali, then surdy we have slipped from the primary ·concern of 
Reformed education:. · · · 

· II. Our Schools Axe Parental Schools 
It is not .ou·r pu.rpose :w·ith this second basic to warn against parochial 

or public schools. Clearly there is no basis in Scripture. for either the 
state or the· chur~h to assume the day-to-day instruction o.f children by 
setting up and· opera:ting.sch~ols .. in many ways the Word of God lays 
this task upon the. ·h.eart of parents, and· especially ·the fathers. But 
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this · is not the contrast we have. ih mind. There is a pretentiously
named. group in.Toronto called the Association for the Advancement of 
Christian Scho~arship· (A . .t\.C.S.). The men llJ:: this would-be university 
have spoken · ori a wide range of ·subjects frnm the point of view of 
sphere so~ereignty and the Kingdom of God;· naturally much has been 
said concerning the Christian school. 

Let us see what the A.A.C.S. stands for as far as Christian education 
is concerned, and then notice. what· this can possibly have to do with 
Protestant Reformed Christian' schools. Toronto ridicules the idea that 
the Christian school is the extension of the. home and that Christian 
school teachers stand in the place of the parents. They view the school 
as an independc;nt sphere alongside of the home. The parent has the 
responsibility to educate his children, but the authority to do so lies 
with the educators. Parental involvement with education is seen as 
li:qiited to what the child wears, when he does his homework, and what 
he eats for lunch. On the other hand, in the school are the professional 
educators, or team of teachers, who have authority in such vital matters 
as curriculum, discipline, textbook selection, criteria for passing .and 
failing, and outside activities of the school. But the parents have no 
control of the education of their children because education is a sphere 
distinct from that of the home. The A.A.C.S. constitution states, "The 
responsible freedom of the scholar must be protected against any con
straint or domination of church, state, industry, or other societal 
structure." James Olthuis, in his book To Prod the Slumbering Giant, 
writes, "While parents have the responsibility for determining the 
spiritual direction of their children's education, the body of educators 
in the Christian community has the office of articulating the content of 
the educational curriculum."· It is even the case that school boards 
must take a hands-off attitude, and allow the teachers to be free in the 
fulfilling of their teaching office. The result of this philosophy is that 
a class of professional, independent educators is formed which is 
beholden to no one. The parent is told, "Bring your child to the class
room door, but you don't _have to come in, and you don't have to 
concern yourself with what goes on here. We know what we're doing. 
We have the vision of the kingdom. Trust us!" 

Toronto and this educational philosophy may seem a long ways 
away from us and our schools, but let us recognize the danger. 

Although the A.A.C.S. was often times rebuffed in the early days of 
its· existence, they have had a remarkable success over the years. They 
have succeeded in getting many school societies to rewrite their con
stitutions and educational principles; they have many teachers and 
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tdministrators on their side through their writings and seminars; they 
have taken over the teacher training departments of several Christian 
colleges so that more and more the teachers in the: Christian schools 
today are A.A.C.S. men and women. And as long as_· our teachers are 
trained at these colleges the danger is acute. 

Positively, the calling to educate covenant children comes to the 
parents, and there is ho way in which the parents c~n be eliminated 
from the process. Generally it is stated that the parents have this 
responsibility because they have brought the child into this world. 
There is a certain amount of logic to that statement, but the issue goes 
deeper than that. We ought to notice that God addresses parents in 
the Bible, and gives them this task, because this is in harmony with the 
covenant and with our covenant God Himself! The realtion between 
God and His people is that of Father and children., As Father, God 
instructs His sons. He nourishes them with His Word unceasingly. Be
cause God does that, He demands of us (Deut. 6) that we act toward 
our children with the same unfailing, continual instruction. He 
demands that of you and of me because that is what He Himself does 
:toward.us. 

Parents, then, may not shunt this r.esponsibility, nor may we allow 
any one else to seize it from us. Parents are to be involved, perhaps 
more than we are, in the educational process of the school. Even 
though many actions of the parents • are accomplished through an 
elected board, we ought to be careful lest a professional class of board 
members arise in our circles. Parents have the right and the ability to 
be involved in the choosing of textbooks and other educational 
materials, the stocking of the library, the setting of guidelines. for 
discipline; and parents certainly have the right to "visit school" in order 
to view their children in the classroom situation and to listen to the in
struction. Nor ought we think that P.T.A. meetings exhaust parental 
involvement. 

III. The Word of God Is the Basis of All Instruction 
Again, strange winds are blowing.· All the A.A.C.S. writers hold to a 

view of the Bible that does not square with the traditional, Reformed 
view, nor with the claims that the Bible makes in- regard to itself. By 
speaking of a cosmonomic word, an incarnate word, and an inscrip
turated word (some add to this), they downgrade: the Bible as only one 
of the words of God. Hendrik Hart in The Challenge of Our Age writes, 
"It is high time that we become struck with this µndeniable message of 
the Scriptures that although they in numerous pla~es speak to us of the 
Word of God, m no place do they mean themselves. As such, as in-
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scripturation, there is nothing unique about the Bible, for God's revela
tion is certainly not limited. to that book. Nor is. the inspiration of the 
Bible limited to it alone. For we certainly do n<:>t_ believe that after the 
Bible was cqmplete God stopped inspiring authors. No, the uniqueness 
of the Bible is that it is an authoritatively inspired inscripturation of 
God's Word-revelation to His people." And Arnold D·eGraff writes in 
Understanding the Scriptures, "You must readJhe Bible as the book of 
the acts of God. The Scriptures are first of -all the recital of God's 
mighty acts in Jesus Christ through whom He created· and recreated the 
world. Secondly, they contain man's response to God's revelation. 
This means that you _distort the Scriptureswhen you read them as a 
collection of objective statements about_ God and man, as truths in 
propositional form, or as a collection of moral lessons." 

What does this do to the Scriptures, especially now as those Scrip
tures are used. in the Christian. school? . First, by separating the Bible 
from other Words of God, they- make the Bible subject to these other 
words. Since the c_reation word was first, and is. basic to all the other 
words, we are to read the Bi_ble in the light of the creation word. John 
Calvin instructs us to look at creation with the Bible as our spectacles, 
but the A.A.C.S. turns things around_.· Secondly, this view means that 
Scripture really has nothing to _tell us about a·nthropology, history, or 
science; the Bible· is. for- the .chllrch vvhile creation is for the· schools. 
And as science_ ccmtinues to shed more light' ori creation, this ·new infor
mation bec:O.i:ne-s for-. them the ·w o~d. of God. And they are· eager and 
ready to tell us '\:Vhat fhis Wo_rd· of God)s! -. . 

Bui: the Word of ·G_od·_·i; o·nel. . There is ·n_b Word of God apart from 
Christ, the Word from _the beginning .. ·christ is that personally as the 
Son .of God incarnate; He _is that as regard·s cr~a~ion·, for all thing$ were 
ma_de by Him _and for Hi~;. an_d_ -tJe is'.-i:ha:t as_ far_ ;is Scripture is con
cerned. It_ is by .the .Spirit ·of Chr~~t that we ·have the Bible; and that 
Spirit always ·speaks of Him.·. Rath~r than several different words of_ 
God, the Word of _the one true· God is one. That Word speaks to faith 
and life; that Word instr1,1-~ts in: the rear of the Lord, which is the. be
ginning of wisdom in all ar~·as· of h~_man i~vestigation; and therefore 
that one Word of God is the basis of all truth. and all true instruction.· . .. . . . . 

In our schools, let that Word be \)pen.in every classroom; let that 
Word be open on the teacher's desk ·as he prepares .his lessons. Al
though no one would claim the Bible is the· only textbook we need, yet 
it is the case that no worthy textbook for any subject can be written 
without the Biblical givens of creation, flood,. and end of the world. 
There is no true understanding of history without a ?umbk, believing 
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understanding of the prophecy_ of Daniel ar:id the Revelation of John. 
So it is with any subject we would care to hold before our children. 

How wise our fathers were to insist that the basis of the instruction 
given in our schools is the infallible Word of God. And then to add, "as 
interpreted by our Three Forms of Unit;y." Heavy criticism is being 
brought against that inclusion.·. These are church creed~ and have 
nothing to do with Christian schools. We must set them aside and write 
educational creeds. And many schools have don_e this. Yet if we 
should remove · the Reformed Creeds from our schools; we stand in 
.danger of losing it all. 

IV. Our Schools Are Jealously To Be Guarded 
Briefly, the fourth basic that we should be reminded of is that our 

schools are jealously to be guarded. There are several forces present 
that would destroy them or alter them as. to make them unrecqgnizable. 
There is the state, with its educational grants and title programs; tliere 

· is the willingness of the state to allow our studems to attend the public 
schools for non-religious, non-sens1tive subjects; there is their willing
ness to share their buses with us. Let's understand that the only 
language the state can speak is money. That's all they hav<: to offer. 
And when governments of various levels give away the taxpayers' 
money, they want to set the standards and they want to have control. 

There is also the A.A.C.S. that is out to destroy the Christian school 
as we know and love it. They are out to take children away from_ the 
parents unless the parents get on the ball and catch their vision of the 
kingdom. They are set on getting the Bible out of the classroom as 

· surely as is the Supreme Court of the United States. 
But all the dangers are not necessarily from without; ·we must also 

be on our guard within. Although we cannot operate our schools in an 
atmosphere of distrust and suspicion, it is neverthless the part of 
wisdom to be alert within our schools and societies. If the price of 
freedom is vigilance, surely it is true that one cost of good Protestant 
Reformed schools is spiritual awareness and watchfulness. There may 
be those who clamor for frills at the expense of solid academics. There 
may be those who want less emphasis placed upon the antithesis be
tween the kingdom of God and tl:ie kingdom of Satan. Let us guard our 
schools as one does guard the apple of his eye. 

V. Our Educational Yoke ls an Easy Yoke 
The final basic of Reformed education is that our educational yoke 

·. is an easy yoke. No matter what you qr I may think of the matter, this 
Js unalterably true because Jesus has said so. We have in mind the 
closing verses of Matthew 11, where Jesus commands, "Take my yoke 
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upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in.heart: and ye 
shall find rest for your souls. For my y~ke .is easy and· my burden is 
light." Although the primary application of this passage i~ the salvation 
and· well-being of the burdened soul, there ar"e other applk.ations. 
When Jesus says, "Learn of me," we .are to understand that.our ~aUihg 
is very broad, and we are to learn all things of Him. There is an educa.: 
tional yoke, a1:d that yoke is easy and light! .. 

To be a teacher in one of our schools is an important trus-t. Parents 
hire you to stand in ·their place for six hours a day·to reveal to children 
·the w_onders a~d praises of God Who has made all.things aliiv\'.ho rules 
all things through Christ. The teacher's experience in the classroom, 
day by day, is fraught with problems and d1sappointments·. · It is .hard 
work._ Nevertheless that labor partakes of joy, the joy of reveahng the 
glory of our covenant God. 

,That joy . belongs to parents in a special. way. Establishing and 
operating our schools req.uires faithful support, over many, many years. 
Many things we have to learn to do without. But the price_ is never too 
high - not- when we consider .this task as o~r calling from God,· and not 
when we consider the _alternatives. . Th_e yoke that settles upon the 
shoulders of believing parents. is eas·y and light for two reasons. God 
always blesses the ~ay of obedience and faithfulness_; from that funda
mental rule ~f His kingdom- fie never departs. And, no greater joy can a 
parent have than when· he sees his· children walking in the t~uth. That is 
rest of soul too! · ·· · · 

Nothing. new ·has been set. fo'r°t_h here .. · These. prin.ciples go back to 
the Reformation ::ind before·. They" go .all the way b::i.ck to antiquity. 
For they are founded on the Word- of God itself. Do you agree that 
these ·are ·the bas,ics·? Are you resol~ed by. the grace of God to stand 
upon them? ■□■ 
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We use again the summer issue of Perspectives to honor the 
June graduates of our various grade· schoo_l~; and h.igh sc_hools. 

With the exception of Covenant Christian High School (G.R.), 
we have provided the names such that they c_an be matched easily 
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