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"For verily I say unto you, if ye have faith as a grain of mustard 
seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, remove hence to yonder place; 
and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you" (Matt. 
17:20). 

Have you ever lain in the lazy Springtime sun in a lovely spot and 
looked up to the mountain and said to yourself, "How silly, that I 
should say, 'remove,' and it removes"? A big mountain it was when we 
first gathered as a society, then also as a school board, with the 
mandate to establish our own school in Doon. Our own school!? Yes! 

I have been asked to put on paper some of the joys, toils, sweat, 
labor, tears, and above all, the pleasures of a parent, society member, 
and past school board member. 

No, I shall not weary you with all the detailed, chronological pro
ceedings of organizing a school society, looking for a good constitution, 
canvassing for society members, and electing school board members. 

Nor will I go into detail about our looking for sites suitable for a 
school, securing Protestant Reformed teachers, getting a janitor, and 
last but not least, coming up with the dollars. Oh, yes, and then 
there's the setting up of a course of study; and there are the state re
quirements, the state laws, etc. Not having your own school surely 
does relieve one of many duties! 

We soon learned that we had to adopt some very practical rules, or 
we would never catch up. Rule number 1: "School board members 
will serve lunch at board meetings by rotation, and only one item of 
food may be brought." (Did you ever bale hay all day, drive twenty
five miles, and get only one small sandwich at 9 o'clock, without having 
had supper?) No time to waste! 

I had the job of going to the city council to get a building permit. 
Can you imagine entering the council meeting, which averaged about 
one visitor per year, and, as an almost unknown person in Doon, 
applying for a permit to build an elementary school? And that's in the 
small city of Doon, which already had three elementary schools! With 
a snicker they asked only one question: "Are you serious?" 

The very decision to start to build as soon as the frost was out of 
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the ground, in order to be able to start our school in September, 196 7, 
so unnerved one of our elderly brothers on the board, that he could not 
take the pressure. He so informed us by letter, and requested we accept 
his resignation. He declared that this, in his opinion, could not be done 
in the time allotted. He always afterwards however met us with a big 
grin, and with the expression that the Lord surely had been good to us. 
(He has just recently gone to his eternal reward.) 

It appears as if I am saying that it is next to impossible to start your 
own school. Not so! I do have to admit, however, that it is a task in 
which one would not want to be involved every year. 

Yes, the building is now up! School begins. But did we really have a 
school, or just a building? We surely wondered as the day drew near. 
It most assuredly put one face to face with the awesome responsibility 
to instruct covenant children in harmony with God's Word - and that, 
"when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, 
and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up." That has always 
been our calling and duty. Now, it extends also to the day school, 
when in times past we pastured those children out to others. 

It finally and fully causes one td realize that to entrust the respon
sibility to instruct to others is not only shirking one's duty, but really, 
this is impossible. It always remains the duty of covenant parerits, 
and of no one else, to instruct their covenant seed. 

This surely implies that to bring your children to the school house 
door, and to turn about and run away with a sigh of relief is not a ful
fillment of our calling. We, too, must be involved in the classroom, 
and also very concerned as to what takes place there. We hire the best 
teachers, and we give them our support. They labor, you know, for the 
welfare of our covenant children. They labor for the parents, and this 
to the praise and glory of Him who is our Creator and the Author of 
our salvation. 

That big mountain has surely been removed at a spot on the north 
edge of the little city of Doon. It yet stands as a giant though, as a 
fountain of youth. 

How Clo you think Grandpa feels when little Sarah says, "I'm five 
now and am going to our school next year"? 

I'll never forget when one of our elderly ministers said to us at one 
of our early meetings, "Your children are the only things you can take 
to heaven." 

God hath commanded thy strength. Strengthen, 0 God, that which 
Thou hast wrought for us. 1110111 
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