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““And He made the stars also.”
When | read that statement in the
first book of the Bible I remember
when 1 was a boy in the country,
lying on my back in the grass,
looking up into the sky. We were
far from the city lights which tend
the starlight.  And 1
there could be no room

to dim
thought
for one more star, for the sky
scemed to be full of those spark-
ling lights! Then I wondered
about their makeup and their
function. I remembered that the
Scriptures tell me that God made
them to be bearers of the light
that He made in the beginning.
The heathen astrologers explain
their multiplicity by s'aying that
their gods flung them out by
handfulls and scattered them
through the skies.  Well, it docs
look like that, but I know that
God sct them in their places and
in their courses.

We
moon secem to travel from cast to

know that the sun and

west because of our vantage point
on this ecarth, which daily re-
and the
~ seeming movement of the stars is

volves upon its  axis;

likewise so determined. But we
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also know that some are sent on
courses, and some ' are
wandering stars to picture God’s
speech concerning those who
“have followed Balaam, and are
reserved to darkness for ever.”
Outer space.

. Space.  What
thought that is!
see that word when it means a
certain measure of distance be-
points earth.
tell about light-
years, meaning the distance over
ewhich light can travel in a year’s

special

a perplexing
Sometimes |

tween two on

Astronomers

That is such an astronomi-
cal figure it boggles my mind.
Onec light year is some six billions
of miles. That is how stellar
distances are measured!

time.

This past summer the news-
papers told about a space probe
by a man-made object sailing past
the well-known planets, Saturn
and Uranus, and even giving a
closc-up look at Neptune in 1989.
They called that thing, Voyager,’
and that trip took twelve years
and went four billion miles!
That well-planned trip tells me
that the scientists could bank on
the fixed position of the stars in
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order to steer their craft so accur-
ately. And electronic pictures
were sent back-to earth to prove
that accuracy. I remember that
with their telescopes they have
discovered a spiral nebula, made
up of billions of stars; too many
to count. No one knows how
many stars have been created just
to make up that one constella-
tion. That concept of space goces
beyond my contemplation — way
beyond that fifty-foot space be-
tween my house and my neigh-
bor’s; or the space in my kitchen
taken up by the cupboards;or the
space needed to stop my car on
the road in an emergency.

Putting my necwspaper aside |
pondered some more about that
five-letter word, space. Then I
thought in my musing that it is
something like God’s greatness,
in its limitlessness. 1 thought
that space is not like God’s great-
ness, but it is a speech of God to
show me that space is a symbol of
God’s greatness. It is, as it were, a
translation of it in non-spiritual
Then 1 remembered that
all God has made, all the various

termes.

forms of creation, arc words of
speech for mankind. I know that
every speck of creation is a
revelation of the Creator to His
creatures. And we
Christians should strive to study
that speech to learn more about
God.

mc

who are

Triunc
Musing about that makes
realize how little I think about the

our Covenant

air | breathe, the water T drink.
the food 1
terra firma 1 can depend on. I scc
the
am guilty.

consume, and the

sin of omission of which 1

That was on a Saturday night |
was thinking about those great
distances, and

my inability to

comprchend  them,  and  what
exactly was the speech of God to
me. Sunday morning thosc
thoughts still lurked in my mind,
and lo, God had an answer for me
in that morning scrvice. It was
Sunday in our

church, and the minister read the

Communion

Communion Form, as usual. And
there it was! My answer! Apply-
ing the personal pronoun in the
right places, as we should, | heard
him rcad this, ““As far as hcaven is
above the carth, so great is s
mercy to'me who fears 1lim; as
far as the cast is from the west,
so far hath e removed my trans-
That Is Great!
that

¥

gression from me.’
In the
truth, my pastor, ambassador of

application of

my Savior, said that we do not
the
propertics to have our sins re-
my
Savior’s death, pictured in Com-
munion, was the basis for my sal-

partake  of Communion

moved. 1 was shown that

vation. Oh the beauty of it, and
the simplicity of i, thrills my
soul! |

At the end of such a service
the organist does well to pull out
all the stops of the organ to lead
the tull-

congregation  in - the
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Report Cards: A Continuing Controversy

chested  singing  of the Spirit-
taught Doxology with its four

times  repeated word, PRAISE,

Join me now in the Amen!
EO®
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CURRENT ISSUES

REPORT CARDS: A CONTINUING CONTROVERSY

Report cards have been a part
of school life long before the days
when Mark Twain described Tom
Sawyer reluctantly trudging off to
his classroom.  While the “‘three
R’s” will not be amended to in-
clude the “R” of report card,
there is little doubt that report
cards are the most visible measure-
ment of school life from kinder-
garten through high school.

Although grades are important,
it is more important that our
children do their best with the
abilities which God has given to
That is something which
report cards cannot measure.

them.

We must also be careful not to
think that measure a
student’s worth. No matter what
the grade, we are but vanity apart
from Christ. A “D’’ student is
no more a “D’’ person than an

grades

““A” student is an “A’’ person.
Churning out students capable
of earning high grades is not the
- goal of our schools. Of course it
is true that we must prepare our
children to be qualified for
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today’s job market, and grades
can be a part of this. However,
our schools have been established
to instruct the covenant seed to
be followers of Christ in all areas
of life.

While report cards are generally
associated with students, what is
surprising is the reaction of some
parents to grades. A poor report
card is increasingly becoming a
cause of child abuse. In the May
1, 1989 issue of Time, Anastasia
Toufexis wrote, ‘“‘Report Cards
Can Hurt You.”

Toufexis writes, “In Atlanta a
mother beats‘her three children —
ages twelve, ten, and eight — with
a rolling pin until they are black
and blue. In Richmond a man
forces his nephew to stand at
the boy
while spitting on him. During a
parent-teacher conference in De-
troit, a woman grabs her twelve-
year-old son, hits him in the face
until he bleeds, then punches him
in the ribs and walks out of the
room. What did these children

attention and circles
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