
PARENTS' CORNER 

,.dy family prayers it is profit
able to have the various members 
of the family discuss together 
what ought to be mentioned in 
prayer. There is room also for 
more than one family member to 
pray during family worship. 

And don't forget in family 
worship to sing. We tend to 
neglect this. But singing is an in
tegral part of worship. We ought 
to sing the songs of Zion when 
we gather together as families to 
worship. This perhaps will be the 
highlight of family worship for 
children. How children love to 
sing! How singing enhances the 
worship of God for our children! 

Finally, don't make the 

mistake of setting unrealistic goals 
or having unrealistic expectations. 
This only stymies our worship. 
Set a reasonable time for family 
worship. This will be determined 
by a number of factors, chiefly 
by the size and age of your 
family. And start at a level that 
you are able to worship. If for 
lack of family worship in the past 
you find worship awkward, don't 
give up but persevere. Do the best 
you can, knowing that God will 
bless your efforts. And always 
be looking for ways to improve 
so that family worship becomes 
more and more beneficial to 
build up your home. 
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For this rubric we have a contribution from a Mr. Mark 
Brooks. Mark lives in Pittsburgh. He attends there a Presbyterian 
Church, but over the years be has corresponded with several of 
our ministers in the Protestant Reformed Churches and has come 
to appreciate our perspective of things - to the point where, as 
you will see, when he writes of "our churches" and "our 
schools," he means the Protestant. Reformed Churches and the 
schools established in various localities by Protestant Reformed 
parents. Convinced as be was of the necessity of Reformed, 
Christian education, and finding nothing of the kind available 
anywhere near his home in Pittsburgh, he chose correctly for 
home schooling. Not himself having the privilege of sending bis 
children to a school where the instruction given would be in 
accord with his own convictions, be knows whereof he speaks 
when he admonishes us who do to praise God for the "tremen
dous blessing" we have received "from our God's good hand. " 
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The Necessity of Christian Schools 

The Necessity of 
Christian Schools Mark Brooks 

We are currently witnessing on 
the religious scene a sharp debate 
between those who are asserting 
the absolute necessity of Chris
tian schools and those who see 
no such necessity and who are, · 
in some cases, urging Christian 
parents to stay in the public 
school. system in order to be 
"salt." As a denomination which 
has been vocally opposed to 
public schools for covenant 
youth, we face the question, 
"are we right or wrong in our 
position on this issue?" It is my 
deep conviction that Christian 
schools, particularly those that are 
fully Reformed in their world
and-life view, are mandated by 
Scriptu.re. Public education, in 
my view, is NOT an option which 
Christian parents can pursue. I 
base this on the following 
grounds: 

1. Christian education is vital 
to maintaining the antithesis. The 
antithesis is expressed for us in 
very clear terms in II Corinthians 
6: 1 7. In this text we are com
manded to ''come out from 
among them (pagans) and be ye 
separate." This admonition is 
built upon the fundamental prin
ciple that there exists a radical 
cleavage in the human race be
tween those regenerated by the 
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Holy Spirit and those who are 
dead through their trespasses and 
sms. So radical is this cleavage 
that there can not and must not 
be fellowship between fallen man
kind, which serves the Devil to 
do his will, and regenerated man
kind, which serves Jehovah to do 
His will. Therefore, the church 
is called upon in all ages to "dwell 
in safety alone" (Deut. 33:28). 
The church is not to be defiled 
by the godless ways of the world 
(Jude 23). But this is exactly 
what happens when covenant 
youth are sent off to little 
Babylons for their "education." 
Whenever covenant youth are sent 
off to the public schools they 
learn not the way of Jehovah but 
the way of the heathen, which is 
in direct opposition to the law of 
God for His people (J er. 10: 2). 
Our children are taught by this 
not separation from the world 
but fellowship with the world. 
And, note well, our children will 
lose sight of the antithesis and 
may even begin to despise the 
antithesis as a yoke instead of 
seeing it as the gracious blessing 
it is intended to be. And when 
our youth begin to lose sight of 
the antithesis it is inevitable that 
our. churches in future generations 
will cast aside the antithesis and, 
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like most of modern Christendom, 
go "a whoring after the heathen" 
(Ezekiel 23 :30). 

2. Christian education is vital 
because only Christian education 
understands the fundamental 
reason for education. Secular 
education is constantly grasping 
in the darkness of the fallen mind 
for the rationale - the reason for 
being - behind education. The 
reasons given range anywhere 
from "to make good citizens" to 
"prepare the student to earn a 
living." But note well that such 
reasoning is in direct opposition 
to the teaching of Scripture re
garding the rationale for educa
tion. Scripture teaches us clearly 
that the primary purpose of 
education is the moral and 
spiritual development of the child. 
Thus in Proverbs 1: 7 we are told 
that "the fear of Jehovah is the 
beginning (the basic foundation) 
of knowledge." The God of the 
Bible must be recognized as the 
first premise of education. Above 
and prior to all considerations of 
human and social needs, God 
must be recognized, honored, and 
served in every field in which the 
human intellect operates. There
fore, to place a child in an educa
tional environment where the trµe 
purpose for education is lost sight 
of is to ruin the child spiritually. 
The end result of such an ''educa
tion" will be a child with a head 
full of a mass of miscellaneous 
facts in various detailed fields 

but a child who will be utterly 
lacking in a biblical, unified, valid 
philosophy of what everything in 
this life is all about. The choice 
then before every Christian parent 
is whether the covenant child will 
be educated with the basic phi
losophical presupposition that G.od 
is all important (Reformed Chris
tian education) or with the basic 
philosophical presupposition that 
the God of the Bible is not real 
and hence a hoax and an irrele
vancy. We must never forget the 
haunting words of Hosea 4:6, 
"My people are destroyed for lack 
of knowledge." If we do not 
want to see our children's children 
destroyed, then we must see to 
it that our children are provided 
with an education which has the 
right purpose in view and the right 
basis upon which to build. Any 
other kind of education is what 
the apostle Paul called "the god
less chatter and contradictions of 
what is falsely called knowledge" 
(I Timothy 6:20, RSV). 

3. Christian education is vital 
because it is an unbiblical usurpa
tion of authority for the state to 
educate. It is the responsibility 
and duty of the parents first and 
the church secondly to educate 
our children. It is instructive to 
note that in the revival which 
occurred under King J ehosha
phat's reign it was the Levites and 
priests who were sent throughout 
the cities of Judah to teach. The 
princes which went along were 
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principally laymen of the king's 
court. They did not teach. They 
were along to give state support 
to the effort in an ancillary and 
cooperative attitude (cf. II Chron. 
17:7-9) .. In every place in Scrip
ture where the function of the 
civil magistrate is illustrated and 
defined, education is never once 
listed. Always in Scripture it is 
the parents and the church which 
educate covenant youth. Now in 
our day the State, in a naked 
power grab, justifies this unbibli
cal usurpation of the right to 
educate upon the grounds that it 
is necessary for the state to 
assume the function of education 
in order to provide for her own 
existence by insuring herself 
against an untrained citizenry. 
Among the several replies which 
can be made to such reasoning I 
will only, because of limited 
space, say that the individual 
does not exist for the good of: the 
state. According to Scripture the 
state exists for the good of the 
individual (Rom. 13 :4 ). The state 
simply has no biblical grounds to 
assume responsibility to educate. 

4. Christian education is an act 
of parental love. Every parent 
who reads this would do whatever 
was in his power to cure his child 
of a fatal disease, especially if the 
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child contracted the disease from 
his parent. In the same way, in 
the spiritual realm, our children 
are born with a congenital moral 
disease called sin (Ps. 51: 5 ). And 
true parental love demands that 
we take whatever steps are 
necessary to correct the perverted 
will of the child. If we simply 
send our children off to the public 
schools we are not fighting the 
disease of sin. In fac;t, we are 
actually aiding its spread for, as 
Proverbs 22 :6 points out, the 
child's spiritual pattern is usually 
molded decisively for good or evil 
in his youth. 

I would like to close with a 
personal word. I live in Pitts
burgh and do not have the privi
lege of attending one of our 
churches. I am forced by cir
cumstances to "home school" 
my children. Every parent in 
our churches should praise God 
for the tremendous blessing he has 
received from our God's good 
hand in having at his disposal a 
Protestant Reformed Christian 
education. Pray for our schools. 
Support them and guard them for 
future generations to come so that 
we will continue to be faithful 
to our covenant G.od in con
tending for the faith once for all 
delivered to the saints. 110■ 
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~ The end of all learning is to know God, and out of that knowl- ~ • • Ii edge to love and imitate Him. John Milton ~ 
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