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This rubric in our Spring issue carried an article by Mrs. Eve.lyn 
Langerak. Perhap's you will recall that she was· one of four 
members of a panel which, at a Spring Breakfast sponsored by the 

Mothers' Circle of i-I~p·e Prot~stant Reformed School (Grand 
Rapids), presented the intrig7,1,ing 'topic,: "C·orisidering the King's 
speech to His Daughters/' In the arti~le whi~h. appear~d -last 
time, Mrs. Langerak prepared . the way for a. ·presentation of 
Scripture's injunctions with regard to the calling· of wives and 
mothers. She did that by examining the antithe'sis a/that calling 
as it shows itself in the "anti-Chrisdan; self-seeking philosophy of 
feminism." Scripture's answer to feminism_ ·c_omes then in the 
form of three separate presentations,' one. of which· we will in-

clude in this issue of Perspectives. . . . 
Mrs. jean Kortering, in the article t~_at follqws, speaks of the 

calling of the God-fearing wife to cultivate q.n inner attitude of 
submission to her husband - motivated by a de~irl-thus to .obey 
her Lord and to avoid doing anything wh_ioh, gives·,tbe. en.emies of 
God occasion to blaspheme the nanur_·.: of: Christ.- . . ·Feminism 
neither knows nor wants· any.: of .tha:t, o/.c<iurse;. The-.concepts 
with which Mrs, Kortering deais 1.botiid 't~fact .b~ .iiifnounc~d by 
feminists as hopelessly antiquau:d:·· /.: B~t·. '.(tin,cl · .this . i~ -Mrs. 
Kortering's thesis) to live up 'to' .1»hat ·w~.· know-to .be"our God~ 
given calling is not all that easy fo~ as::either .. ·. i;tr~qu,irt!;;- ~he ~ays·; 
"spirituality and diligent wo.r:k. '.'. · _W.hai 'r/i.'are•.inc~n•iivti do. we 
need to give thoughtful considerat.fon, tr/ .what she wri'tes' he low? 

. . . \ . . .· . 

The God-feclring Wit e 
.· Mrs'. Jean· Kor.tering 

The beauty of the· Christian 
young wife is that she is char:;i,cter-

· ized . by J . meek a:nd. quiet spmt 
which is ·in the sight. :~f God of 

. gre;t. pric'e (f P:eter ~- :4).: . Sh.e is 
Mrs. Kortering is a· member of ... ob~dient,. · .. SO'Q-nd~~i.nq_ed, .. God'

our Gran.dville Protestan't Re~ · fei~jng; · .. · The ... word .. ~bedi~nt ,in .. 
formed Church, where her bus~ Titus .3: 5 . is· also translated in 
band serves as pastor, Scripture as "be i~ subjection'; or 
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"be submissive." Consider 
Ephesians 5:22 and 24: "Wives, 
submit yourselves unto your own 
husbands, as unto the Lord. As 
the church is subject unto Christ, 
so let the wives be to their own 
husbands in everything." And 
Colossians 3:18: "Wives, submit 
yourselves· unto your own hus
bands, as it is fit in the Lord." 
From these passages it is dear 
that God calls the wife to be in 
subjection to her husband and to 
obey. To be in subjection re
quires spirituality, for submission 
is an inner attitude of the heart 
by which the wife knows and wills 
her husband to be irt authority, 
and consciously places herself and 
her life under that. Obedience is 
the outward behavior and the 
fruit of submission in the heart. 
When the wife submits, she will 
be able to do the many other 
things which are required of her; 
but when she fails in this respect, 
she will not love her husband, love 
her children, do good, et cetera. 
All happiness in th_e marriage 
relationship is based on mutual 
love. It is in the way of sub
mission and obedience that the 
wife manifests her .. love to her 
husband. 

Did you notice the last part of 
Ephesians 5: 2_4? "As the church 
is subject unto Christ, so let the 
wives be to their own husbands in 
everything." In everything - that 
means there are no exceptions! 
All areas of life come under the 

headship of the husband. This 
includes the relationship as hus
band and wife, · rearing of the 
children, managing the home, and 
even the wife's personal life. Sub
mission is a matter of trust. We 
submit to Christ because we 

. . 
trust Him. Children submit.- to 
parents when they . trust their 
parents. It is important that the 
relationship between husband and 
wife be establishe~ in trust, so 
the wife can- more easily submit 
to him. The wife must be 1n sub
jection to her. husband not only 
when he lives with her according 
to God's Word but also when he 
fails in this calling. A wife must 
not obey her husband when he 
orders her to sin, but even then 
she is still called to submit. This 
spirit of submission is evidence 
of her meek and quiet manner. 
Sometimes the ·husband may be 
very weak ·in certain areas of his 
life. At such times the wife may 
not usurp authority .over the 
husband. Her role is to be a 
helper to her husband as set forth 
in Genesis 2: 18, "It is not good 
that the man should be alone; 
I will make _him an help meet 
for him." 

It isn't easy all the time to sub
mit. That is why it requires 
spirituality and diligent work. 
Our nature is to rebel, become 
angry, compl?-in, nag, · put our 
husbands down, assert ourselves. 
But isn't it beautiful that God 
gives grace to the Christian wife 
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to submit? We _don't do this just 
so that we may have peace in our 
fai;nily or to satisfy our husband; 
we do this in obedience to the 
Lord. We are accountable to God 
for the whole of our life. We 
must admit that we are not 
adequ~te in · ourselv~s t~ fulfill 
this.. God-given calling of_ loving 
our husband, loving our children, 
being _ sober-minded, chaste, 
keepers at home, good. We need 
help! And that help comes from 
God. We must study God's Word 
and meditate upon it and spend 
much time in prayer. When we 
become negligent in this, Satan 
is sure to step right in and take 
over. When the attitude in the 
heart is right, we will have the 
energy, the stamina, the desire, 
the joy and contentment in per
forming our calling. Wh_en the 
heart is right with God, it be
comes so much more pleasant to 
do our work. It is no longer a 
chore or- drudgery but we can be 
joyfuLand direct our thoughts in 
positive ways. "Every wise 
woman buildeth her house: but 
the foolish plucketh it 9own with 
her hands" (Proverbs 14: 1). 

Many of you may have thought 
about this passage in Titus, as I 
often have, and wondered, "Are 
the older women failing in giving 
us this instruction? It just seems 
we aren't learning that much from 
them." The natural way of in
struction is, of course, that of 
mother and daughter. Our 
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<laughters observe, very really, 
without any put-on, how we treat 
our husbands, how we submit and 
obey. But now in regard to others 
also, opportunity must be given. 
Sometimes this can be done with 
a small group of women over 
coffee. Naturally, the conversa
tion will center on family, 
·children, activities, etc. Effort, 
however, must be put forth when 
discussing these topics and others, 
to bring them up to a spiritual 
level so that through our visits we 
can be refreshed and built up. A 
very meaningful conversation can 
also be had in a one-to-one, 
heart-to-heart visit. The older 
women can invite someone over 
for coffee; and it is also good for 
the younger women to invite an 
older woman over for a time of 
fellowship. Other opportunities 
are given when we remember the 
sick and go to visit them. Just a 
few words of encouragement can 
be such a day-brightener for a 
sick person, and can be a blessing 
to us by their word of testimony 
of God's love and care for them. 
Are you able to help a family by 
bringing some food or a meal 
when the mother is laid up? 
This, too, is an act o'f love and a 
way in which we experience the 
love and concern we have for one 
another in the household of 
faith. The point here is that 
young and old alike must seek out 
ways in which we may be drawn 
closer together to help and en-
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courage one another as we 
struggle_ along in our calling. 

Sometimes our biggest problem 
is with ourselves. It doesn't take 
much . before we ·can really be 
feeling sorry for ourselves. It 

. appears to us that everyone· has 
· ·: everything so good· and we have 

this problem and that problem; 
and we even qt1e·stion God's 
wisdom ·by asking'. "Why does 
this have to happen to me?" or, 
''Why must I have to put" up with 

· this 'situation?" When these 
thoughts arise in our minds; our 

· first question should be, "What 
does the Lord want me to learn 
through this?" Remember, we are 
not bothering God when we go 
to Him with all our cares. He 
careth for us! He directs all 
things, however ha,rd and difficult 
the way may be, to work out for 
our good. Sometimes we can't 
imagine how that is possible, but 
He is faithful. And when we look 
back on a situation, we must con
fess that if it were left to our own 
doing, we would utterly fail. But 
understanding that God is in con
trol, we can see how the whole 

pattern of our life fits together 
so beautifully. 

To the Christian woman 1t 1s 
important that the Word of God 
be not blasphemed, especially not · 

· on account of her. If we walk 
wickedly, we bring reproach upon 
the Word of God. When we waJk 
uprightly, we bring praise upon 
the Word of God. Whe_n the 
world sees a wife who professes 
Christ Jesus and does not live in 
peace with her husband, not only 
do they mock her and her 
marriage but they also speak evil 
of the Word of God which she 
confesses. She gives occasion to 
the world to mock. The fact 
that God's Word is blasphemed 
by the bad behavior of a wife 
implies that God's Word fa praised 
by her good behavior. This is a 
powerful motive for the believing 
woman. She detests all blas
phemy of God and His Word and 
she loves to have God's Word 
praised. With these incentives, 
the· God-fearing woman will be 
submissive and sound-minded. 
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Competition among students cannot be eliminated from the 
classroom. That's a given. Nor, for that matter, has anyone ever 
advocated that an attempt should be made to do so. For, 
properly handled, competition can help to make of learning a 
more stimulating experience for many children. Especially is 
that true when a student is taught to compete against his own 
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