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up their children only for the 
formal education that they can 
not handle. 

Preschool can also be a baby
sitter for mothers on the go. Here 
again the child belongs with his 
mother as much as· possible. 
When he gets in school he will be 
gone for so much of the time that 
a mother's contact with her child 
dwindles rapidly. A mother 
should be jealous of the time her 
child spends with others. 

Preschool has become a status 
symbol. (Do you feel your child 
can't get into the best kinder
gartens without it?) Parents panic 
if they can't find a preschool for 
their child. In connection with 
this I have been asked if I can tell 
if a child has gone to preschool. 

My answer is that most often I 
can not. I do not know what the 
child would have been like if he 
did not go, so I really don't have 
basis for comparison. But I do 
know, after a few weeks of 
school, many parents are surprised 
how well their child has settled 
down and become interested in 
kindergarten. Therefore, even if 
we think it is a bridge between 
home and kindergarten, there are 
only a few children who need that 
bridge. 

We try to make our children 
grow up too fast now. Why not 
let them enjoy the feeling of that 
safe, warm, comfortable, familiar 
home-life for the first five years 
of their lives. 
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Textbook Controversy 
Continues 

Brian Dykstra 

In October a federal judge in 
Tennessee ruled that textbooks 
used in one of the school districts 
of that state violated the Con
stitutional right of religious free
dom for a group of fundamental
ists. Similar cases are being heard 
across the country. The Novem
ber 17, 1986 issue of U.S. News 

and World Report states: "A 

judge in Mobile is studying a re
quest to remove 45 books from 
public schools on the ground that 
they preach 'secular humanism,' 
which challengers describe as a 
religion of 'situation ethics' that 
has no place in classrooms. In 
Washington, D.C., the Justices will 
hear arguments next month on a 
Louisiana law that gives creation-
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ism equal instruction t}me with 
evolution in public classrooms." 

, As expected, reactions to the 
decision of the Tennessee judge 
vary. The decisions which will be 
made in the other cases will also 
provide ample material for debate 
and appeal. 

What is surprising is that the 
fundamentalists and the civil 
libertarians do agree on one im
portant point. Both groups are 
dissatisfied with text publishers 
since .religion is being given less 
and less space in books. People 
f9~ the American Way and Amer
icans United for Separation of 
Church and. State, civil liberties 
groups, criticize this lack. Paul 
Vitz, who wrote the report of the 
Education Department report for 
the Tennessee case, says of the 
contested books, "The great re
ligious character . and energy of 
U.S. society were somehow over
looked." 

There 1s no middle ground, 
ho_wever, when a solution is 
sought. While fundamentalists 
prefer that textbooks be re
written to stress Christian values, 
civil liberties groups say such a 
move is simply censorship of what 
is actually the majority point of 
view. One civil, liberties group 
counted 130 cases of what is re

garded to be censorship. This 
dispute._ over any possible solution 
has also left book publishers in 
the dark as to th~ books they 
will print. 
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Textbook Controversy Continues 

Some educators claim that the 
· Tennessee judge's decision is the 
first note of the dirge for public 
education. What changes could 
be made to satisfy the disparate 
religious backgrounds in America? 
How can public school teachers 
ever plan class act1v1t1es if 
students are allowed to study 
alternate material or be taught at 
home (which is the least that 
fundamentalists want) when any
thing controversial is to be dis
cussed or read? 

While most fundamentalists re
joice over the judge's decision, 
might there also be a threat here 
to Christian education? Many 
Christian schools have been es
tablished in recent years. Witness 
the emergence of many Baptist 
schools in the Grand Rapids area. 
Many of these schools began be
cause . people were unhappy with 

· the educational fare provided in 
public schools. If public schools 
somehow are successful in making 
their educational offerings more 
religiously palatable, might not 
that cause a reverse movement 
to public schools? After all, 
tuition payments are not be

coming any easier to pay and may 
not be worth the sacrifice if 
something acceptable is available 
for no extra charge. Would any 
be tempted not to heed the 
command to "Buy the truth, 
and sell it not"? 
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