
1986 Teachers' Coiwention 

It is interesting to note though 
that religion also finds its way 
into this problem. Prof. McKown 
wrote an essay · called, "Are 
American Educational Reforms 
Doomed to Failure?" He says 
that the cures given in the 1983 
presidential commission report, 
"A Nation at Risk," really boil 
down to a call for teaching logic 
which, in turn, requires better 
math training. McKown affirms 

that fundamentalists will never 
stand for such reform since their 
children will be able to see that 
the Bible makes no logical sense. 

Clearly, religion has much to 
do with learning and instruction. 
We should appreciate the rich 
blessing that Jehovah has given 
to us of being able to instruct our 
children in the Reformed heritage 
He has graciously given to us. 

The 1986 Teachers' Convention was held way back last 
October. But, sivce this is the first "Perspectives" to come out 
after that event, here'.) our first opportunity to give it any cover
age in our teachers' journal. In a later issue we U probably print 
one of the speeches. For now, we'll content ourselves with a 
few photographs and with ;a short article written about the 
Convention from the perspective of one of those who had to 
travel long distances to attend. (The picture on the cover is of 

a size that does not permit much identification of individual 
subjl'cts, but it does give a good idea of the number of Conven

tionei'rs. Thi' lcrrgcst !'Ver in our history!) Teachers from Doon 
and 11 ult drove up, as they usually do ( 14 hours driving time, one 
way); hut this _yl'ar we were pleased to see also the teachers from 
J,ovl'land, Colorado· and l,Jmd<'n, Washington. They flew in, of 

crmrsc, which adds tbc matter of expense to a consideration of 

I.he lldmis,.rhility of attending. Mr. Ron Koole, principal of our 

Lovi'land school, tells why they consider it nevertheless to be 
well worth the while. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

Cal Kalsbeek takes our money 

Jim Huizinga chairs the Convention Gerald Kuiper leads in singing 

Gary Lanning makes his point 
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1986 Teachers' Convention 

Building libraries Coffee break 

Bifocals 
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For the Loveland staff, just 
getting to the Convention this 
year was an adventure. Due to 
budget airline's demand for their 
scheduling, we found ourselves 
with far too much time to be 
spent in the Chicago area. Being 
curious teachers, we opted for a 
downtown adventure. With the 
kind assistance of Rev. Van Over
loop and Mr. Lamm Lubbers, we 
were able to take in sights of 
Chicago from the Sears Tower and 
enjoyed a visit to the Museum of 
Science and Industry (suitcases in 
hand). We explored almost every 
area of transportation on our 
adventure. We flew in airplanes 
and rode in shuttle buses, taxis, 
vans, and even a train. 

Is it worth it? Can travel half 

Ron Koole 
way across the U.S. be justified 
for a two-day Protestant Re
formed Teachers' Convention? 
Not only are there school calendar 
adjustments to be made, but there 
are the added expenses to already 
tight budgets. School Boards and 
teachers of our western schools 
face that question year in, year 
out. 

This year's Convention, held in 
the spacious new halls of Heritage 
Christian, once again convinced 
me of the tremendous value . of 
these gatherings. These conven
tions provide for me motivation 
to be a better teacher. It's inspir
ing to hear sectionals and speeches 
which stress the need for aca
demic excellence in teaching and 
learning. The sectionals I 

attended provided new ideas 
and methods for motiva
tional teaching in the areas 
of science, geography, and 
writing. However, if this 
was the only value of our 
conventions, then there 
surely could be questions 
about expenses versus value. 

But it's the stress on 
academic excellence given 
and accompanied by dis-
tinctive Protestant Re-
formed instruction that 
makes for the value of our 

conventions. I think es
pecially of the excellent 
speech by Mr. Langerak 
dealing with the gifted 
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child. He emphasized that ·all of 
our children are gifted, and that 
each one is called to use these 
gifts in submission to Christ's 
service and to the advantage of 
others. We as teachers then are 
called to encourage and help de
velop these gifts in our students, 
teaching them to live in this world 
under the discipline of the yoke 
of Christ. 

The fellowship with so many 

other teachers is also a delight. 
Because the teaching staffs of our 
western schools are so small, its 
especially enjoyable for us to chat 
and discuss with other teachers 
who have mutual concerns · and 
struggles. We are thankful for the 
warm kindness shown by the 
teachers and the Institute in the 
East who encourage us verbally 
and financially to attend these 
conventions. 

In our last issue we encouraged our readers to help make of 
this rubric a truly open forum for ideas. We were delighted to 
bear subsequently from Mr. Frank VanBaren, of Loveland, 
Colorado. In reading our recent articles on competitive sports 
be was convinced that an important argument in favor of such 
activities had been given inadequate attention. Taking pen in 
hand therefore be developed that aspect of the issue at hand, 
from the perspective of a businessman. It's that difference in 
perspective which makes of his comments a worthwhile addition 
to a debate which had already been worked over in these pages 
by educators. We thank Mr. VanBaren for sharing his ideas with 
us, and we extend again an invitation to all of our readers to do 
the same. 

Dear Editor: 
I have read, with a great deal 

of amusement, your readers' dis
cussion · regarding the value of 
organized sports activities m 
Christian schools. I feel corn~ 
pelled to provide what, I believe, 
is additional insight into the dis
cussion. 

There are some benefits of 
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competitive events that I believe 
are profound. In addition to the 
responsibility to care for the 
body, as Mr. Tim Heemstra has 
outlined, there is the respon
sibility to develop a Christian 
attitude in all of our life. That 
refers to church activities, work 
activities, all secular activities. 
This objective must be clearly 
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