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by Agatha Lubbers 

The school bell has sounded in the schools of America and many 
other parts of the world announcing the beginning of the 1982-1983 
school year. That means that we too, who are responsible for the 
publication of Perspectives in Covenant Education, must heed the 
sound of the bell and bring to your homes the first issue of our maga­
zine which we now publish tri-annually in the fall, winter, and spring. 

Several magazines and periodicals that are not specifically devoted 
to educational issues have made comments about the educational 
situation in Christian schools. I want to take an opportunity to quote 
from two such articles. 

Andrew Kuyvenhoven, writing in the September 6, 1982, Banner, 
commented on Christian Schools in his editorial. He said, 

If God and education are taken seriously, the two cannot be 
separated. God is the beginning and end of all things. He is 
Originator and Goal of creation and human history. Education is 
a process that equips us for meaningful life in the present world. 
Hence true education must be Christian education. 

A little later in his article he wrote rather tellingly that there seems 
to have been a swing in the pendulum of emphasis in Christian 
education as this is practiced in Reformed circles. 

Some years ago many of us were saying that in a Christian 
school the instruction in Bible, Christian ethics, church history, 
and a course in Christian perspectives were non-essentials. The 
Christian faith, it was said, should simply permeate all subjects, 
including grammar and computer math. 

Well let me say that I remember those days too, when we were 
saying such things. But one has to know his Bible, his church history, 
and Christian ethics if he is going to permeate all subjects with the 
Christian faith; and all subjects must be permeated with and taught 
from the perspective of the Christian faith. 
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For that reason I concur with Andrew Kuyvenhoven when he says, 

Today I firmly believe that a grounding in the Scriptures, a 
formulation of Christian perspectives, and training in discipleship 
must have top priority in the Christian school. May this kind of 
instruction be at the core of all schooling during the new year. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Another issue that deserves some more attention than we have given 
it has been addressed in several other magazines that I take the time to 
read. One is the Outlook and the other is Reformed Perspective. In 
both of these periodicals the issue of the relevance of the Reformed 
ecclesiastical creeds for the schools has come under discussion. 

This is in part due to the fact that there have been those who have 
insisted that the Covenant schools are not to be regulated by ecclesi­
astical creeds but that the schools should be regulated by a creed that 
is specifically educational. Another reason for this concern is the work 
that Christian Schools International has done through a "Task Force on 
the Future of Christian Education." Peter DeJ ong, editor of the 

Outlook, writing about this says, "Under its auspices Dr. N.J. Bever­
sluis, retired professor of Education at Calvin College, prepared two 
studies on the subject. The first, a 15-page document, was entitled 
Christian Education: A Creedal Summary, and the second, issued in 
March, 1982, amounting to 30 pages, was entitled IN THEIR FATHER'S 
HOUSE, A Handbook of Christian Educational Philosophy." 

Writing about this problem in the October, 1982, Outlook, editor 
Peter DeJ ong says, 

Our schools, although parental rather than parochial, have 
been initiated, promoted and supported by our churches to apply 
the faith they confess in their creeds in the education of the 
children. There seems to be a tendency as the schools grow and 
become accepted, for the churches' interest in and support of 
them to decline. The results are often obviously detrimental to 
the school and particularly to parents of larger families who 
need the help of fellow Christians to sustain the costs of 
educating their children. To introduce a difference even of 
creedal definitions of Christianity between the churches and 
schools promises further alienation and injury to churches, 
schools, and families. As one young parent observed, "Our 
Christian schools may turn into private schools for the rich." 
That too has happened before. 

God forbid that this should happen in the community of churches 
that is primarily responsible for the establishing of the schools in which 
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the teachers, who are responsible for the publishing of this magazine, 
teach. We need the support of the churches. We need the strong 
preaching of the gospel and the direction given by the Reformed creeds 
so that our schools will remain truly Christian schools. 

God grant us grace to be faithful to our Reformed Heritage. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

You will have noticed that the cover of this issue of Perspectives 

describes this issue as a Special Issue. It is special in that most of the 
copy for this issue comes to us from the pen of Rev. John A. Heys. 
Rev. Heys is an emeritus minister from the Holland, Michigan, Protes­
tant Reformed Church. He has served the churches in many ways and 
has always been interested in the cause of Christian education. He was 
helpful in his early years as minister in the establishing of the Grand 
Rapids, Michigan Hope Protestant Reformed Christian School. 

The articles that appear in this issue of Perspectives were originally 
given as speeches to the teachers in the summer mini-course sponsored 
by the Federation of Protestant Reformed School Societies. In keeping 
with the purpose of the Federation that it "promote the development, 
understanding, and presentation of distinctive Christian education," 
the general theme of the mini-course is the general theme of the three 
articles that appear in this issue. We believe you will enjoy and profit 
from the reading of these three articles, which explore and develop 
the general theme, Teaching Our Children Scriptural Values. 

By Christian education we do not mean secular education 
with Christian features added on externally; Christian education 
means education that is Christian in its essence or inner character 
all along the line, not only in the chapel and Bible classroom, 
but in every classroom and every laboratory, as well as in the 
life and thinking of every teacher. 

What is Christian Education? 

J.G. Vos 
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Teaching Our Children 
Scriptural Va es 

Rev. John A. Heys 

INTRODUCTION 

There are two basic premises for teaching our children Scriptural 
values. The first is the fact that we have a calling to make our children 
aware of their privilege of being children of God. And the second is 
the fact that there is an urgent need to counteract the growing ten­
dency in our children to show less and less restraint in, and less and 
less shame for walking openly in the sins of the world, not only on the 
playground but also in the classroom. 

In these two premises we have what the child is and what his calling 
is in the midst of the world and before God's face. And so in a sense 
we may say that we deal here with doctrine and walk of life. Surely 
we do have a calling to indoctrinate our children in the fact that they 
are not only image bearers of God, but in Christ are new creatures with 
an heavenly life. And surely we have a calling to counteract sin in them 
and to show them what their calling is before God in this world. 

Who would deny that we should make them aware of their privilege 
of being children of God when in Psalm 48: 12, 13 we are commanded 
to, "Walk about Zion, and go round about her; tell the towers thereof; 
Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to 
the generation following." Who can deny that we must counteract sin 
in their lives when we are instructed by Paul in Ephesians in these 
words, "And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath; but bring 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord." And who can 

deny that teaching them Scriptural values will serve this purpose when 
Paul also tells us in II Timothy 3: 16, 17, "All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may 
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works." 
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It may also be pointed out that these two premises are closely re­
lated and inseparably connected. Consider that it is only because our 
children have a divinely bestowed privilege that we can have any 
success at all in counteracting sin in their lives. Consider also that when 
we make our children aware of their privilege of being children of God 
we are not only laying the foundation for counteracting sin in their 
lives, but, as I hope to make plain in later speeches, we are already in 
principle counteracting sin in their lives. 

And all this together simply underscores the fact that nothing less 
will do for our children than a Christian school that is truly a Christian 
school. Only when you have a teacher who loves God and knows the 
truth will you have one who is willing and desirous of making known to 
the children their privilege of being children of God. Only when you 
have a man or a woman led by the Spirit of Christ will you have one 
who is interested in counteracting sin. Oh, in the world, and in the 
schools of the world, you may find teachers who are willing to point 
out social injustices and crime and the like, and to point out the 
methods of ending and their hopes of preventing and putting aside all 
crime and evil in the world; but they will not teach the child sin as sin 
before God. Nor will they bring the child to the cross of Christ, and to 
the truth of the power of the Spirit of Christ to turn them from sin, 
and to lead them in ways of righteousness. Only a Christian school has 
those kinds of teachers. It is only a school that is truly Christian that 
looks for men and women of that caliber, and entrusts to them the 
children of God's covenant. You know, we must be very careful,. and 
when we speak of a Christian school, we must not simply think of a 
schooi that has a Bible course somewhere in it. Neither are we thinking 
simply of a school that opens with prayer in the morning and closes 
with prayer at night. Those must be there, of course. But I would have 
you understand that a truly Christian school is one where the children 
meet Christ. And if they do not meet Christ in every subject, we better 
drop the first six letters out of that name Christian that we have on our 
school. Children must meet Christ, and they must meet their God in all 
their subjects. Admittedly it will be more difficult to do this in some 
subjects, but it must be there. 

And to cover the subject assigned to me I would like to call your 
attention to the child and his privilege; to the school and its calling; 
and to the counteracting of sin in the child and by the school. We will 
at this time, therefore, consider first of all, the Covenant Child, a 
Divinely Privileged Child. 
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Chapter 1 

THE COVENANT CHILD, 

A DIVINELY PRIVILEGED CHILD 

His Divinely Bestowed Privilege 
First of all we ought to understand clearly what a privilege is. So 

often today we use that word loosely so that when people speak of a 
privilege we think of an opportunity. Now certainly every privilege 
gives an opportunity. But privileges are far more than simply oppor­
tunities. If you look at the derivation of the word privilege, you will 
find that it comes from the Latin word privilegium which means a law 
for someone. And that word privilegium is derived from two Latin 
words, namely, the word privus which means private, and lex which 
means law. So then a privilege is a legal right that exempts from an 
existing law or regulation and entitles one to certain advantages, 
blessings or benefits. To make that plain to you let me call your atten­
tion to the privilege of a driver's license. Now certainly that driver's 
license that you get from the state is more than an opportunity. That 
license gives you the right to drive on the streets and highways of the 
state. It is private and not public. Remember that you have that 
element of private in the word. A privilege is a legal right that is not 
public. You have to take a driver's test. You have to fill out a written 
test and have your eyes examined before you are given this right. And 
those who fail the tests are not given the right. It is not for all. So it 
is always something that is limited to some and denied others. Or if 
you will, a farmer may have his land posted with signs of No Hunting, 
and warn on those signs that those who do hunt will be prosecuted. 
But he may give a friend the right to hunt without fear of being prose­
cuted. It is private, for it is only for his friends; and they without any 
fear may hunt on that land. That is a privilege. It is a right that is given 
only to some. 

And tonight we are dealing with a right that God gives and that He 
gives only to His friends, and in His grace. You will not find that word 
privilege in the Bible. But you do find in Scripture the two elements of 
right and private. In John 1: 12 - in the Greek - we read, "But as 
many as received Him, to them gave He the right to become the sons of 
God." Our English translation (KJV) has "to them gave He the 
power. ... " Hebrews 13: 10 contains both elements, be it from a 
negative point of view. The author writes, "We have an altar, whereof 
they have no right to· eat which serve the tabernacle." And if we turn 
to Revelation 22: 14 we will find the positive statement, namely, 
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"Blessed are they that do His commandments, that they may have the 
right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the 
city." There you have both elements again: the right to the tree of 
life and to enter in through the gates into the city, but also the element 
of privacy in that it is only for some, namely, those who do His com­
mandments. That other element, the one of privacy, you find in 
Scripture in different ways. You find such words as elect and chosen, 
or the statements My sheep and My people and the like. All these 
single out some and separate them from others. And you can go all 
the way back to paradise and find in Genesis 3: 15 that God makes a 
distinction and gives a right only to some, who are called the seed of 
the woman. There already God divides the whole world into two 
groups. To the one He gives the privilege, to the other not. And so, 
although you will not find the word privilege in the Bible, you will 
find the idea in that these two elements are to be found in it. The right 
is there for God's people; and it is private being only for them. 

Now it is God Who gives this privilege, and that is a tremendously 
important truth. It means that the right is given by the supreme 
Authority and no one can negate it. No creature can take that privilege 
away, not even the Supreme Court of any nation. It is given by the 
Supreme Being: God Himself. And when you have children before you 
in school, you have children to teach to whom God has given a great 
privilege, an important right. And that God is the one Who gives 
this privilege means that it is going to be exclusive. It is not going to 
be for all people. And the fact that God gives this privilege to sinners 
also indicates that this privilege is one given in grace. This privilege is 
not something that we earned. It is the very opposite of what we 
deserve. 

Wherein does this privilege consist? In the first place, to His children 
God gives the right to enjoy His love, to be treated as children that are 
dear to His heart. That is why I said that a privilege is a right that 
exempts from an existing law or regulation. Just remember that we 
are all fallen in Adam and guilty in Adam. We do not deserve to enjoy 
the love of God. We do not deserve a single thing that is truly good. 
We do not even deserve to have the sun come up again tomorrow. We 
do not deserve one breath of life. We do not deserve anything, even 
though God in His providence does give earthly possessions to the 
world, and does so in His grace as far as the church is concerned. But 

this privilege that God gives to His church is one hundred percent a 
matter of grace, the very opposite of what we deserve. That is grace, 
you know. Over the radio some years ago I heard the statement that 
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grace - if you take the letters of the word grace - is God's Riches 
At Christ's Expense. Or, as I also heard it over the radio, grace is God 
giving everything for nothing to the good for nothings. To state it 
more correctly, however, we should say, "Grace is God giving every­
thing for nothing to those who deserve the very opposite." It is not 

simply a case of being good for nothing. It is a case of deserving hell 
fire and the terrible wrath of God, not His mercy and love. And there­
fore this privilege that God gives to His children is in the first place a 
right that exempts them from the curse of the law which they deserve. 
Or if you wish to have it stated differently, it is the right to have our 
sins blotted out by the blood of the cross. Positively it means that 
God gives us the right to be heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. 
Just think of that: heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ! What a 
privilege! You must see that those children that sit before you behind 
their desks are heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ! It means that 
they have the assurance and the right to have this vile body with all 
its miseries and corruption, sicknesses and diseases changed into a body 
of glory. That glory is one far above Adam's original glory. Paul writes 
in I Corinthians 2: 9 that "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath pre­
pared for them that love Him." Certainly that means that Adam's 
eye never saw it, his ear never heard of it, and it never entered into 
his heart. Adam could not imagine the high degree of glory that God 
prepared for us and our children. And that means that our children 
may expect and must expect, in the midst of all their aches and pains, 
that God will in due time give them glorious bodies completely free 
from all these distresses and wholly delivered from the curse of the law­
a glory not only that Adam did not know, but one that is higher than 
the glory of the highest of all the archangels. And this life we will have 
in a new, glorified creation s~ much more beautiful and so exalted that 
it will surpass all the pristine beauty of the garden of Eden. Then too, 
it means that God gives us the right to be protected by His grace all 
through our life, the right to have all things work together for good, 
whether it be war or peace, famine or plenty. The child should be 
assured, and has the right to be assured that God will carry him gently 
through the flood and through the fire, and that always underneath 
will be the everlasting arms of his God, to carry him out of the vale of 
tears and sorrows of this life into all the joys of the coming kingdom. 

The other part of this privilege is all the blessedness that God gives 
to His church from a spiritual point of view. Not only are there rights 
for the body. There are rights and blessings for the soul. And this is 
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so often overlooked, and I like to lay stress on that at this time. It is 
our privilege and that of our covenant children to receive the gift of 
love for God. Do not forget it. It is a privilege to be dealt with in love 
by God. It is also our privilege to be able to love Him. 

It is so easy for our flesh to be overwhelmed by all the wonderful 
things that are going to happen to the body. It is so wonderful to be 
so sure that our bodies will be taken out of all their pains and miseries 
and out of death and the grave to enjoy God's love in that new 
creation. Just imagine: glorious bodies in a glorious creation with no 
sickness, no pain, no night, no death, no misery, no woe of any kind. 
I say, it is so easy for our flesh to be overwhelmed by what God 
promises to do for it, and what benefits and blessings He gives us the 
right to enjoy, that we overlook the wonderful privilege of being able 
to love God. And we must emphasize this before our children rather 
than to forget it and minimize it. 

Consider once that this has become the message of Arminianism. 
Believing as it does that natural man still has a spark of spiritual life 
and can be persuaded to want salvation, the Arminian pulls out all the 
stops to present all the blessings and benefits for the flesh. The joys of 
heaven are extolled as far as what the body will receive. Men are by it 
coaxed into wanting to go to heaven, and frightened with the torments 
of hell which otherwise the body will suffer. Scare you out of hell and 
coax you into heaven. The same thing is true of man-made hymns. 
Most of the hymns sing of nothing else than the love of God that makes 
things so wonderful for our flesh. Justification is lauded and crowds 
sanctification almost out of the picture. That God loves us is the theme 
of almost every hymn - and well may it be, for it is an infinite and 
wonderful love. But this must not crowd out of the picture our love 
toward God which we are privileged to be given because God realized 
it through the cross of Christ and by the work of a rebirth. I said that a 
privilege is a right that exempts from existing laws and regulations. But 
I also said that it entitles us to blessings and benefits. And one of the 
most important of these benefits is the gift of love toward God, not 
that we can escape the punishment we deserve. 

Let me call your attention to the fact that God Himself lists this 
privilege and benefit first. Before He assured Adam that his sins were 
covered, and before God slew an animal and clothed Adam and Eve 
with skins to verify this covering of their sins by the blood of Christ, 
He spoke in Adam's hearing to Satan and said that He would give to 
man that privilege and benefit of loving Him and of hating Satan and 
all his works. That is the mother promise of Genesis 3: 15. And we had 
better tell our children about it. 
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Consider also that if we do not have this gift of love toward God we 
will never come to the point where we can enjoy the works of His love 
with a glorified flesh and with complete escape from the curse of the 
law. Did Jesus not say in Matthew 5·:8, "Blessed are the pure in heart: 
for they shall see God"? The meaning is plain: If we do not love God, 
if He has not given us love toward Himself, He will not give us all those 
benefits and blessings for the flesh that so overwhelm us. The same 
truth we find in Hebrews 12 :4, "Follow peace with all men, and holi­
ness, without which no man shall see the Lord." 

This privilege of being able to love God must be made known to 
the children. Otherwise we tell only half of the story, and an half that 
misleads. There are privileges and benefits for the soul as well as for 
the body. We are privileged to be born again, to be new creatures in 
Christ spiritually, to be able to weep over sin and to rejoice in that 
which is righteous and holy. The psalmist sings of such a privilege when 
in Psalm 119: 13 6 he writes, "Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, 
because they keep not Thy law." OUR children have that privilege 
while the children of the world laugh at sin, ridicule holiness, make a 
mockery of the things spiritual. What a privilege our children have! 
Tell them about it. And if they did not have that privilege you could 
not begin to counteract sin in them. It would ,be quite impossible. 
Now this privilege makes them to be faithful stewards of God's creation 
and a royal priesthood. And I think that I may say that some of the 
sins committed by our children without any shame is due to the fact 
that we do not stress sufficiently that element of their privilege. I 
would like to say more about this in my third speech when we deal 
with counteracting sin by means of Scriptural values. 

The Significance of this Privilege 
For the child the bestowal of this privilege has tremendous signi­

ficance. As already suggested, the covenant child because of this 
privilege can be assured that God will give him some very precious gifts. 
He is assured that God is going to take care of him, and that God has 
stored away for him that which is true riches. He is assured of riches 
that are everlasting, incorruptible and that cannot be defiled. The 
children know the story of the man in the parable of Jesus which we 
usually call The Parable of the Rich Fool. It would be more correct to 
call it the parable of the poor fool. But in it Jesus speaks of a man who 

receives far beyond his wildest expectations and is caught unprepared 
to store away all his goods. He boasts of having much goods for his 
soul for many years. Yet he died the very night that he planned to 
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break down his big barns and have still bigger ones built. Before he 
could eat one bit of that food that was still in the field, he died and had 
nothing of this earth's goods any more. And not being rich toward 
God, not having any spiritual riches, he went to hell poverty stricken! 
Jesus points out the priorities. He at the end of the parable applies 
the matter with the words, "So is he that layeth up for himself 
treasures, and is not rich toward God." But our covenant children have 
that privilege .of being rich toward God. And that child who is finan­
cially the poorest, as far as earthly things are concerned, is exceedingly 
rich with that which counts and will last forever. 

But besides this, the fact that God has bestowed privileges upon our 
children means that the child himself is of extreme value in the eyes of 
God. You want to talk about Scriptural values? Then let us see that 
those children that sit there behind those desks and before us are very, 
very_ valuable in God's eyes. So valuable are they that God sent His 
only begotten Son to die for them. But let me read to you what we 
find in Malachi 3: 17, and I quote, "And they shall be mine, saith the 
Lord of hosts, in the day when I make up my jewels." Jewels, if you 
please. Or if you go back to Exodus 19: 5 where we read, "Now there­
fore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then shall 
ye be my peculiar treasure." And again in Psalm 13 5 :4, "For the Lord 
hath chosen Jacob unto Himself, and Israel for His peculiar treasure." 
Now remember that when the children sit in front of you. You are 
dealing with God's jewels, with His peculiar treasure. They are valu­
able. They are precious, so precious that He was willing to send His 
only begotten Son all the way to hell for them. Yes, He did that for 
parents and grandparents. But He also did so for little children. 

When the disciples objected because women brought their little 
children to Jesus for Him to bless them, He said, ''Suffer little children 
to come unto me and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of 
God." That we find in Luke 18:6. But it is interesting to note that in 
verse 15 we read that some of these children that were brought to Jesus 
were infants. Salvation is by grace, you know, and not by works. And 
the little infant, who cannot and has not been able to perform any good 
works is nevertheless a jewel, a very precious possession in the eyes of 
God, a very precious treasure for Christ's sake. And so, that they have 
a divinely bestowed privilege means to the children that they are very 
valuable and precious possessions in the eyes of God. 

(These lines in parentheses have no direct bearing on the subject and 
were not in the speech. But let me write a word of caution to those 
who read this transcript of the speech not to assume that Malachi 3 : 17, 
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Exodus 19: 5, and Psalm 13 5 :4 apply only to adults. Let me write a 
few lines lest the position be taken that the only children who are 
God's jewels and peculiar treasure are those who are the fleshly seed 
of Abraham. 

Peter, on the day of Pentecost, when he was speaking to proselytes 
said, according to Acts 2: 3 9, ''The promise is unto you and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God 
shall call." The promise is to the children of the Gentile proselytes. 
And that last part of the text includes us and our children. It includes 
all whom God since the day of Pentecost is pleased to call, together 
with their elect children. Was not the whole house of the Philippian 
jailor baptized? And he was a Gentile. 

And is not salvation, and its promises, by grace and not by works? 
Since God does not look for works before He promises, why must we 
look for works before we dare to say that children of believers also have 
the promise? Not all their children for sure. But why must we wait 
till they can confess their faith before we dare to say that these same 
children from birth had this privilege? 

What about Ephesians 2: 13-22? The Gentiles are fellow citizens 
with the saints (the Jews who believed). Note that these Gentiles 
belong to the SAME kingdom to which the Jews belong. They are 
fellow citizens. The wall of partition is broken down by Christ. He 
made Jews and Gentile believers to be ONE. And that means that the 
privileges of the believing Jews and their children are the privileges of 
the Gentile believers and their children.) 

And, of course, this also makes the child very responsible. Never get 
the idea that privileges take away responsibility. They do not. The 
man granted a driver's license must keep the traffic laws. If he does 
not, he may have his right to drive taken away from him. The friend 
who is given the privilege of hunting on the farmer's posted land and 
in carelessness destroys his crops will have the privilege taken away. 
And our children have to be taught this. They must learn that it is 
only in the way of walking in the way of God's precepts that they can 
even have the assurance that the privilege is theirs. Besides the Scrip­
tures are full of admonitions to the children to walk worthy of their 
calling. P:;i,ul in Ephesians 4 writes, ''I therefore, the prisoner of the 
Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye 
are called." Even more strongly in Colossians 1: 10 we read, "That ye 
might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing." And in I Thessa­
lonians 2:12 again we read, "That ye walk worthy of God, Who hath 
called you to His kingdom and glory." Worthy of the Lord in Colossians 
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might mean Christ. But here plainly it is God. So the privilege God 
gives our children does not take away their responsibility. They must 
be reminded of the truth in II Corinthians 5:10 that "We must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ that we may receive the 
things done in the body whether they be good or bad." And please 
note here that Paul includes himself. He says we, and that means 
that he too will appear there. 

And, as far as you teachers are concerned, your calling is to handle 
these children with care. Very much so. You must see those children 
sitting behind those desks, not as cute little boys or girls. Surely not as 
rebellious little pieces of human dynamite, or as daydreaming bits 
of humanity. You must see them as God's children, as His jewels, as 
a peculiar treasure in the sight of God. And you may never lose sight 
of that, never! Even when th,ey do become naughty and rebellious. 
You have to see Christ in them. He is there in His omnipresence as 
the Second Person of the Holy Trinity. !3ut exactly because these 
children have been born again with the life of Christ, He is there in 
them. You have to see that when they are naughty, when they are 
daydreaming, when they are slow learners. That slow learner is also 
God's child. God gave us a left hand as well as a right hand; and the left 
hand cannot do as much as the right. But when we break our left arm, 
we do not say, "O, well it is only my left arm, we can wait to get it 
fixed." In school you have children who cannot do as much as others, 
but they too are God's children. And if you get a sliver in your left 
hand, you do not say that because it cannot do as much as the right 
hand you will leave that sliver in it. You may not do that in school 
either. In fact that slow learner may be greater in the kingdom of 
heaven than the brilliant-minded child. He may live closer to God and 
seek spiritual things more sincerely than the child who can get a good 
grip on this world and its goods because of his keen mind. Didn't 
Jesus say that? Did He not say that the first shall be last and the last 
shall be first? The slow learner may live much closer to God. And do 
not forget that God made him to be a slow learner. 

Now we as teachers, whether we teach from the pulpit or in the 
classroom, have an awesome responsibility. And it takes the grace of 
God for a parent, who has natural love for his child, to treat him as 
God's precious possession when he is naughty and refuses to listen. 
How much more grace does it not take for a teacher, who is not 
connected by blood ties to that child, to treat him with tender care 
as God's jewel when he is rebellious? But if we seek it, God will give us 
grace to deal with them that way, even when they are cantankerous 
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and irritating. Seek and ye shall find. Ask and it shall be given to you. 
Knock and it shall be opened to you. 

But I'd like to conclude this speech by saying that you are not 
dealing with stocks and blocks in school but with very precious souls. 
And although teachers in the schools of the world have responsibility, 
teachers in the Christian school where God's jewels are, have an even 
greater responsibility. Woe, then, to those who have God's jewels 
before them and mislead them. Woe to those who are J eroboams, 
and it must be said of them that they led God's peculiar treasures into 
sin. Let it not be said of us that we did not give the children the right 
values in life, did not teach them their calling and encouraged them 
in sinful ways. 

We sing from the Psalter: 

Jehovah from His throne on high 
Looks down with clear and searching eye 

On all that dwell below; 
And He that fashioned heart and mind 

Looks ever down on all mankind, 
The works of men to know. 

Psalm 33. 
And this we ought to have in mind when we teach His children, for it 
does apply also in school. 

What does it all mean? It means that we must prepare carefully and 
thoroughly before we stand before them to teach. There is no way out. 
God gave you the talents. He gave you the education to teach. And He 
places you under that awesome responsibility. And so let us remember 
the words of Jesus, ''Inasmuch as ye have done it to one of the least of 
these My brethren, ye have done it unto Me." That works both ways, 
whether we were J eroboams who led the children into sinful ways, 
or whether we faithfully taught them Scriptural values. ff we did the 
latter, He will say unto us, "Well done good and faithful servant. Enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord. For, inasmuch as ye did this to My 
precious jewels, ye did it unto Me." 

Chapter 2 

THE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL'S CALLING 

BECAUSE OF THIS PRIVILEGE 

To tie in what I have to say tonight with what I said last night, let 
me briefly point out that the covenant child is a divinely privileged 
child. And that means that he has been given the right to all the 
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enjoyment and happiness, to all the bliss and blessedness, to all the 
glory and honour that God in His infinite, unchangeable and everlasting 
love has prepared for him in Christ. But, as I said last night, we cannot 
stop there. This is only half of the picture. To that privilege that God 
has given to His children belongs also what God has done for the soul 
and not simply for the body. God has privileged us and our seed to be 
born with a life from above that cannot sin-a life that is wholly and 
entirely devoted to God. People are sometimes surprised when they 
read this verse, but it is in the Scriptures, namely, I John 3 :9 where we 
read, "Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin: for his seed 
remaineth in him: and he cannot sin because he is born of God." 

Our children have that life. 0, they sin, and, according to the old 
nature, the man of sin is busy all the time. But, as I said last night, they 
are privileged to receive that life that has love toward God. They have a 
life that loves God with all that is within it. So that in principle they 
have within them that which cannot sin. And this must be brought to 
their attention. And, as pointed out last night, this is the first blessed­
ness that God promised to fallen man when, in Adam's hearing, He told 
Satan that He would give back to man love for God and hatred toward 
Satan and all his works. He did this before He assured Adam that his 
sins were blotted out, and before He shed blood and clothed Adam and 
Eve with coats of skin to signify the covering of their sins. 

All this makes the child a very precious possession of God, some­
thing He dearly loves, the apple of His eye. And this places a tremen­
dously great responsibility upon the parents and up~m the teachers in 
the school. They have a calling to make the children aware of this 
privilege, and likewise to counteract sin in their lives, as they manifest 
it at school. And at this time I would, therefore, call your attention to 
the Christian School's calling because of that divinely bestowed 
privilege. 

What That Calling Is 
We ought to have clearly before our minds what we are to under­

stand by Scriptural values. If you turn to Webster, you will find that 
among other things he states that a value is a quality or fact of being 
excellent, useful or desirable. A house or a car that has features that 
are not found in another house or car is considered more valuable. We 
measure the value of an object by what it is. A book that has many 

pictures in full color, and has a complete index excels above a book 
that has only a few pictures, or no pictures, or whose pictures are 
black and white, and has no index at all. The measure of the value of a 
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particular object is determined by how much it excels over other ob­
jects. Then too, what use you have for an object determines its value. 
We pull out the weeds because they have no value to us, while the food 
plants and the flowers have value. Having no use for the weeds we 
pluck them up and throw them away. But here, you know, value is 
a relative thing. To what you and I would attach no value, another may 
find use for and rate as worth something. You get a letter, and you 
throw the envelope away with the stamp on it. You have no use for 
that stamp. Yet others value stamps highly and collect them, and are 
eager to get them, especially when they come from far-off countries. 
You have a blow-out on a tire, and you throw the tire away. You have 
no use for it. To you it has no value. Yet a man with a boat might be 
glad to get that tire to protect his boat at the dock from damage, when 
the waves cause the boat to strike the posts of the dock. All this shows 
that value is determined by usefulness. And that which is desirable, 
that which has desirable attributes becomes valuable. Thus Jacob was 
willing to work for fourteen years for Rachel. He desired her so 
greatly. For Leah he would not work one hour. God gave him Leah 
nevertheless. But Jacob saw no value in Leah. He had his eye on 
Rachel. 

Now tonight, following Webster, but nevertheless remembering that 
we deal with Scriptural values, we are dealing with spiritual values and 
thus with values that excel spiritually and are desirable from a spiritual 
point of view. They are spiritual values because Scripture is the Word 
of God. And in that Word of God we have His judgments. He tells us 
in that Word what He considers to be excellent, what is useful for His 
glory and wherein He delights. I might categorize a bit and say in the 
first place that Scriptural values are all those eternal, incorruptible 
treasures of His kingdom that cannot fade or be defiled. Those are the 
child of God's. He has a right to them. And we must tell the children 
that they• are His peculiar treasures, and that God has prepared many 
valuable treasures for them. In the second place I might say that 
Scriptural values are those virtues of the kingdom's citizens that make 
God's kingdom excel above all the kingdoms of the earth. If you want 
to find a list of the virtues of that kingdom, just go to the sermon on 
that kingdom - usually called The Sermon on the Mount - and then 
read the beatitudes. You will find meekness, pureness of heart, poor­
ness of spirit, hungering after righteousness, and the like. All these 
present spiritual and Scriptural values. All these speak of actions, 
attitudes, thoughts and the like of men that excel spiritually, and are 
far above all that which is found in the kingdoms of this world. 
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Scriptural values are all those actions, deeds, thoughts that are desir­
able, in the sense that God delights in them, that they please Him. And 
therefore you turn to the law of God. The law of God tells you what 
actions excel above what man does by nature, what fallen man does. 
It tells us what works are useful for the glory of God. Not bowing 
down before idols, not making graven images, not taking God's name in 
vain, not abusing the man whom God has placed next to you, not 
coveting what God was not pleased to give you. Nol No, only those 
actions that please God, and are desirable in His sight, are Scriptural 
values because _they excel spiritually. 

Now the question is, what does all this have to do with that 
privileged child? In the first place - and that is why we must teach 
these Scriptural values to the children - they serve to produce in the 
covenant child a deep appreciation of what he is as God's privileged 
child. In science, and certainly in that particular branch of science 
which we call physiology, the child of God, in his studies and obser­
vance of the marvellous bodies we have with all their amazing systems, 
can understand how much God loves him. He made all these things 
for us. When he studies history or social studies he becomes aware of 
the various actions and reactions of men. Once again the child of God, 
if he is taught Scriptural values, begins to appreciate what God has done 
all through the history of the world. In this generation and that genera­
tion, in this land and in that land God has always been working all 
things together for the good of His church. 

In the second place, teaching these Scriptural values to the children 
will also cause him to appreciate the grace of God. Once again in 
history where the sins of men are revealed and applied to the child, 
and he is shown how these same lusts and angers and desires to murder 
and kill are in his own soul, he begins to appreciate being a privileged 
child who is given love toward God although he does not deserve it. 
As I said last night, God's grace is God giving everything for nothing 
to those who deserve the opposite. 

But even in arithmetic - mathematics - you can point out to the 
children and teach them to appreciate the grace of God when in these 
subjects the faithfulness of God not only is displayed but the exactness 
of God's demands. And the child's conscience begins to smite him 
when he realizes how short he comes of the glory of God, and is saved 
by grace, not works. 

Further these Scriptural values taught to the child work in him an 
implicit trust in God. He finds God faithful. History will show him 
that, if it is presented properly. History shows God's faithfulness, not 
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on_ly in Bible history but in all history. If presented in the light of 
Scripture, all history will show the child the unwavering faithfulness of 
God, how he can trust Him in all things, how he can depend upon God 
in all things, and how He keeps every promise that He gives, so that of 
all of His promises to His church, not one jot or one tittle (not the 
smallest letter in the Hebrew alphabet, nor the smallest part of a letter 
in that alphabet) shall pass away. All shall be fulfilled. 

Now the question does arise, of course, does all this have anything to 
do with the school? Must the school teach Scriptural values? Is this 
not the duty of the church, rather than of the school? Well, let me, 
first of all, show you that Scripture makes it very, very plain that this 
is the calling of the parents. We have the very well-known passage in 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9. I quote, "Hear, 0 Israel: The Lord our God, is 
one Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. And these words which I 
command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach 
them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou 
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when 
thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And shalt bind them for a 
sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. 
And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy 
gates." I might paraphrase that a minute: Thou shalt teach them 
diligently unto thy children and talk of them in every subject wherein 
you teach them; and shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and 
they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes .... Then, too, in Proverbs 
22:6 we are commanded to train up the child in the way that he should 
go, with the promise that when we do, he will not depart from it, when 
he is no longer a child. In Ephesians 6 :4 Paul warns us not to provoke 
our children to wrath, and commands us to bring them up in the nur­
ture and admonition of the Lord. There can be no question about it, 
can there, that this is the duty of the parents to teach their children 
Scriptural values? 

But let us turn to the Psalms. In Psalm 48:11-18 we read, "Let 
Mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be glad, because of Thy 
judgments. Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers 
thereof. Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may 
tell it to the generation following." And you have the answer to this 
command in Psalm 78:1-8. I will quote verse 4, "We will not hide them 
from their children, showing to the generation to come the praises of 
the Lord, and His strength, and His wonderful works that He hath 
done." But let me continue in verses 5 and 6, "For He established a 
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testimony m Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which-He com­
manded our fathers, that they should make them known to their 
children. That the generation to come might know them, even the 
children which should be born; who shall arise and declare them to 
their children." So there can be no doubt about it that we must teach 
our children the values which He has placed in His Word, so that they 
may know their privilege of being children of God and may walk in 
obedience before Him. 

And because the teachers in the school are hired assistants of the 
parents it is their concern too. The parents have hired you for a 
specific work, namely, to help them get these spiritual or Scriptural 
values across to their children in the things of their natural life. Now all 
parents are teachers, but the teachers are not necessarily and in every 
instance the parents of the children in school. Teachers are the paid 
assistants of the parents. But parents are not the assistants of the 
teachers. And we had better remember that when we assign homework 
to the children. Parents are not to assist you, but you are to assist 
them. But my main point here is that the concern which the parents 
have for the spiritual life of their children must be yours. That must be 
the concern of the teachers. A school that does not have for its founda­
tion the truth in Matthew 6:33 is not a Christian school. You know 
what Jesus said there? This, "Seek ye first the kingdom of God and its 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you." He said 
first, AND FIRST DOES NOT MEAN FOR A WHILE, so that you get 
finished with it and can go on to something else. First means that this 
is a priority and one that carries on through all your life. Seek ye first 
the kingdom of God. And the promise is that all these other things that 
we need to seek that kingdom will be added unto us. And to continue 
our pilgrimage here below, it is more important for the Christian school 
to teach the child to seek the kingdom of God than to prepare him for 
his place in the midst of this world. Bear that in mind. You have a 
calling that is a ve1y serious calling, to be more concerned with the 
spiritual growth of these children than their scholastic achievements. 
That is a fact that cannot be denied. Seek ye first the kingdom of God. 
Or if you will, we all know that passage in Psalm 111:10. The psalmist 
declares, "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; a good 
understanding have all they that do His commandments: His praise 
endureth forever." So that if we do not - we can perhaps translate 
that better by "the fear of the Lord is the principle of wisdom" - so 
that if we do not teach Scriptural values, and we simply teach them 
how to read and to write and we give them a little history and a little 
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science and arithmetic and have not taught them Scriptural values, we 
have not sought to make them wise. A true wisdom, a good under­
standing have all they that do His commandments. Take note of that. 
Our children cannot understand life, or their calling. They cannot 
begin to understand anything that happens round about them, if they 
are not taught that fear of God. Turn to Psalm 119:97-100 where we 
read, "O how love I Thy law! It is my meditation all the day. Thou 
through Thy commandments hast made me wiser than mine enemies: 
for they (these commandments) are ever with me. I have more under­
standing than all my teachers: For Thy testimonies are my meditation. 
I understand more than the ancients, because I keep Thy precepts." 
Our little children in kindergarten are much wiser than the highest 
ranked graduates in the world, if they are taught Scriptural values. In 
the world they miss an essential element. GOD is not in the subjects 
that are taught by unbelievers. He is not in the subjects except in that 
which is a truly Christian school. And, of course, verse 99 refers to 
worldly teachers. Our children have more understanding than all the 
teachers in the world. The children do not know more than you do. 
That is not the idea. All the worldly teachers that the psalmist had 
were lacking in the understanding that the psalmist had. Why? Because 
God's testimonies are his meditation. And again, "I understand more 
than the ancients, because I keep Thy precepts." There it is. The un­
believing teacher does not know the ABC's of true understanding of the 
things in this world. 

And your chief concern as hired assistants to the parents is to be 
interested more in the spiritual growth of these children than in their 
academic attainments. It may sound strange for me to say that, but it 
is true. The State makes academic attainments a requirement. GOD 
makes spiritual growth of the children the calling of the parents, and 
to HIM we will have to answer in the day of days after the authorities 
in the State have disappeared from the scene. And so, your calling in 
the light of Scripture is very plain. While you teach them to read and 
to write and to perform mathematical procedures, and some history 
and geography, you must teach them to be spiritually sensitive. 

Paul speaks of our spiritual sensitivity in the beautiful passage in 
Philippians 1:9-10. He writes, "And this I pray, that your love may 
abound yet more and more in knowledge and all judgment, That ye 
may approve things that are excellent, that ye may be sincere and 
without offence till the day of Christ." Knowledge is what the children 
learn in school, and the ability to judge. And now notice that Paul says 
that the child must be able to approve things excellent. By the way, in 
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the Greek what the apostle wrote is, " ... approve the things dif­
fering .... " That has to do with that judgment. Things differ as far 
as their values are concerned. They have Scriptural values, or they do 
not. They are good, or they are bad. They are truth, or they are the 
lie. There is nothing in between. God knows no neutrality. With Him 
there is nothing that is neither true nor false. With Him it is always 
either ... or. And we must so teach our children that they may recog­
nize the things that differ spiritually. And having taught them to dis­
tinguish spiritually, we are to teach them to approve of that which is 
spiritually true and good, and to loathe, hate and despise all that which 
is false and evil. That is spiritual sensitivity: to be able to see spiritual 
differences, and then to be attracted to and delight in that which is 
good and true, to seek it and cherish it, and to be repelled by what is 
evil and of the lie, to flee from it and loathe it with all our being. In 
natural sensitivity we can detect the difference between hot and cold, 
sweet and sour tastes, and smells that are pleasing and obnoxious, 
between different shades of light and darkness. Some people have 
keener hearing. Some have keener eyesight. But our duty is to train 
ourselves and our children so that at once and in all circumstances of 
life we and they may be able to judge correctly what is good and what 
is bad spiritually. We and they must be .able to judge correctly what is 
pleasing in God's sight, what in His judgment excels, what is useful to 
glorify and serve Him. And therefore also to judge correctly what He 
loathes and despises, and what denies Him His glory. 

However, there is another side to spiritual sensitivity. It is not 
simply enough to have such ability. We must be able to choose the 
good and reject the evil, to seek that which has Scriptural values and to 
condemn that which has no Scriptural values as evil and to be rejected. 
We must be able to choose the good and to abhor the evil. And our 
children must be trained in the Christian school to do that. All that 
which departs from the Word of God, all that which is false, all that is 
contrary to His holy will, we and our children must be ready to reject 
wholeheartedly. And as we live in the end of the ages there certainly is 
a tremendous need that we double our efforts to train our children in 
such spiritual sensitivity, so that they may keep that second part of 
their privilege, namely, to walk according to that love that God has 
given them for Himself. 

Today it is awfully hard to find the antithesis. Churches begin to 
look so much like the world, and the world begins to look so much like 
the churches that it becomes so very difficult to tell where the church 
stops and the world begins. That is the tragedy of it. Satan presents 
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things in such crafty and cunning ways that many are not able to 
approve of the things excellent. They reject that which is right and 
defend that which is wrong; and we go along with them! Yes, in our 
churches this is true. In our churches the things which formerly caused 
us to blush, and to feel shame, do not touch us. In fact we laugh about 
these things that formerly caused us to blush. I will come back to this 
in my next speech, but it needs to be presented here as well. The 
antithesis is not there. The child rubs elbows constantly with the world 
and comes in contact with the things which Satan uses to turn them 
away from what is right in God's sight, to throw the Scriptural values 
overboard, and to accept and seek the corrupt values of this world. 
And the values of the world can all be summed up in this: Eat, drink 
and be merry, for tomorrow we die. They see value in the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eye and the pride of life. And our children meet 
these things all the time, and are constantly coming in contact with 
them. It is urgent that they be trained in spiritual sensitivity, to notice 
all departures from the truth and an upright walk, and when there is a 
departure. They must be trained to choose that which is good and to 
turn their backs on that which is evil and of the kingdom of Satan. 

The Integrating of These Values Into the Curriculum 
I said that the calling of the Christian school is to make the children 

aware of his privilege of being a child of God. And we can do that only 
by teaching them Scriptural values. But the question remains, "How 
shall we integrate these Scriptural values into the curriculum? And I'd 
like to show you first, that we may talk that way. There is no doubt 
about it that the Scriptural values are more important than the subjects 
of history, geography, science, reading, writing, arithmetic and the rest 
of the subjects in the curriculum, because if God is not in them our 
children do not get anything more than they get in the world's schools. 

Now I do not mean to say that an education in natural things is 
worthless and that we may not and need not teach our children these 
subjects. God made the whole world for them. And they must see that 
in geography. The point is that they must not simply see the matter 
in the subjects; and the Scriptural values must not be a side dish. These 
values must not be little moral pep talks alongside of the subjects. The 
Christian school is not a school with the Bible. The Christian school is 
a school based on the Bible in every subject, and I do not exclude one. 
I do not exclude arithmetic, spelling or even writing. It is a schoo.1 
with Scriptural truth permeating every subject. Admittedly this is 
more difficult in the one subject than in the other, but the calling is 
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there from God Himself. If we do not teach it in every subject, as I 
said last night, if the children do not meet Christ in every subject, if 
the children do not meet God - and do not forget that He is in all 
creation - we have failed as teachers. Do we not read in Psalm 7 5: 1, 
"Unto Thee, 0 God, do we give thanks; for that Thy name is near Thy 
wondrous works declare"? And that God's name is near us means that 
He is near us. In Him we live, move and have all our being. He is every­
where in all creation, in all history, in all science, but also in all mathe­
matics. And if the child has not met God and not seen God in the 
school in these subjects, he may graduate with high honours for scholas­
tic attainments, but the teacher has failed! Remember that! It is a 
fact. Do not let it be said that our teachers have failed to bring the 
Scriptural values to our children. THAT must not be! And though the 
subjects taught in our Christian schools are valuable, and they have 
their places, yet the Scriptural values are more important. 

And, therefore, the question may arise, "Well, if these Scriptural 
values are more important, should we not speak of integrating the 
subjects in the curriculum with these values, rather than the values into 
these subjects? Should we not speak of integrating the lesser into the 
greater, rather than the greater into the lesser? Integrating, you know, 
means uniting, making one. As I said a moment ago, Scriptural values 
must not be a side dish. That is not integrating. Integrating means 
making the values one with the subjects in the curriculum. 

And there can be such an integration because God has made man as 
an integrated being. Man has his natural side, being created out of the 
dust of the ground. But he was also created in God's image. He was 
given a spiritual side to his soul. What is more, that privileged child, 
who has received that new life that cannot sin (I John 3: 9), has inte­
grated into his soul those spiritual or Scriptural values. 

But we do not have to be afraid of speaking of integrating the 
spiritual with the natural. There is a time to speak of academic require­
ments. For after all, life is more valuable than money, even though 
there are times when you do have to speak about money. What 
happens in the Intensive Care Unit or the Operating Room of the 
hospital is far more important than what is done in the office, where 
they keep the records and where the payments are made. Yet you have 
to have that office. You have to have that accounting, for it costs 
money to run that ICU and Operating Room. The same way, you can 
have the most powerful pipe organ with hundreds of pipes that can 
produce beautiful and stirring music. But if you do not have the 
blower to send wind through the pipes, there just is no music produced 
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by that organ and those pipes. Those pipes without wind are valueless, 
have no value at all. They are worthless as far as producing sound is 
concerned. The key may be very small, much smaller than the house. 
But that little key can keep you out of the house and deny you its 
comforts and convenience. Well that is true here. When we send our 
children to you, and you teach them all the subjects in the curriculum, 
do not present to them an house that is locked. Give them the key! 
And that key is exactly the Scriptural values, the truth as it is in Christ. 
Do not present them with a powerful pipe organ and cut off the wind. 
Do not keep that sick child in the office of the hospital. Bring him up 
to the ICU or the operating room. And so we can speak of integrating 
the more important with the lesser important, joining the spiritual to 
the material, the Scriptural values with the things of our natural life. 

But the big question is: How shall we do that? Well, it all dep~nds 
on the subject being taught. We can divide the subjects in the curricu­
lum in several ways. But for our purposes tonight I would like to divide 
them into two classes. The subjects in the curriculum are either input 
subjects or they are output subjects. And by input subjects I refer to 
history, social studies, civics, geography and the sciences. In all these 
subjects our chief purpose is to get into the soul of the child certain 
facts and knowledge. As far as the child is concerned, he, in these 
subjects, performs chiefly the work of memorization. Oh, in history 
and in civics there will be judgments of the actions and reactions of 
men, but these judgments and evaluations will be those of the teacher, 
and of the parents and of the church. These the child is to commit to 
memory and adopt as his own, accept them and store them away in his 
mind, so that later on, when he is on his own, he may make his own 
proper judgments and evaluations. In these subjects the child is to a 
great extent a rational, moral sponge that absorbs the facts and truths 
presented to him. This will be borne out when you consider the tests, 
quizzes and examinations which are given the children in these subjects. 
They are all designed to find out how much input stayed put. Is that 
not why you give them tests and examinations? Are you not seeking 
to find out how much of that knowledge that you gave them stuck in 
their minds? 

Into these input subjects you have a golden opportunity of inte­
grating the values which make plain to the child what a privilege it is 
for him to be a child of God, and thus to be the object of God's love. 
I suggested that a moment ago. In sciences and geography you can 
show the child, you can point out to the child what a beautiful 
creation, how many resources, what powers God has put into this 
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world, and all for His church; and then bring it all down to the level of 
the child and teach him that all things are for God's covenant children. 
Does not Paul say that "All things are yours; And ye are Christ's; and 
Christ is' God's" I Corinthians 3: 22, 23? Does not Jesus say in Matthew 
5 :5, "Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth"? And then, 
if you please, also in the last beatitude Jesus says of those persecuted 
for righteousness' sake that theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Let the 
children know that. Discuss that with them. Stress that before them. 
This world is in the power and under the control of the ungodly today, 
but it is our inheritance. Along with that is the fact that there is a 
whole new creation that God promises us. It is ours. God made all 
these things for the sake of His church. What a love of God to make 
all these things for us! And what a love of God to direct and control 
all ungodly men, kings and emperors always with a view to the good of 
the church, causing all things without exception to work together fo'r 
good to those that love God, those who are called according to His 
purpose. 

Now as far as the output subjects are concerned, you have the well­
known three R's with their related subjects and the arts. By related 
subjects I mean all that is connected with reading, writing, and arith­
metic such as spelling, grammar, literature. All these - although there 
is in them certainly an element of input, for they must learn the rules 
of grammar, and the mathematical procedures, to say nothing of the 
alphabet and numbers - are chiefly concerned with enabling the child 
to express what is in him, to get out of him what is in his soul. If you 
will, these subjects teach him how to communicate with others - to 
express what he thinks and wills to others. And we do communicate 
through the arts, through painting, sculpture, and music. That is why 
they also belong in this category. We strive in these subjects - and that 
also becomes plain in their tests, quizzes, and examinations - to find 
out what judgments they can make. In arithmetic they are making 
choices and judgments. In these subjects we see output on the part of 
the child. He is expressing himself. He has to learn letters and numbers 
and musical notes, which all have values. But he must also learn that 
these must be handled carefully, or you are going to get something 
displeasing. Color values may clash. Musical notes may produce 
discords, and hurt the ear rather than give off a pleasing sound. But 
especially in these output subjects, wherein we teach the child to 
express himself and to communicate with others, we can integrate the 
Scriptural values of God's law and the virtues of His kingdom. Speci­
fically we can stress the unchangeableness of God's commands, as well 
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as the unchangeableness of God's faithfulness. We can stress the idea 
of holiness and perfection. We can express the idea of order and 
decency which the children need to learn, as I hope to point out 
tomorrow morning. But take letters, for example. They all have their 
own value. And the children have to learn to arrange them in a proper 
order to express what is in their souls. They know the alphabet. They 
know the letter d, g, and an o. But it makes a world of difference 
whether you put the d before the o, and the g after the o, or whether 
you put the g before the o, and the d after the o. There is an infinite 
difference between dog and God. It makes a tremendous difference 
how you arrange these three letters. The child has to be taught to spell 
properly, if he is going to communicate and get his ideas across to 
others. 

Now with letters you are not as definite as you are with numbers. 
You are all aware of George Bernard Shaw's mockery of the English 
language when he asked who could pronounce the letters g-h-o-t-i 
and then gave the answer. It is pronounced as though the word were 
fish. The gh sounds like the gh in tough, the o like the o in women, 
and the ti like in attention. But with numbers you do not have that. 
No two numbers are alike, or suggest a similar value. They are all 
tremendously exact because God is exact. And the child can be taught 
that. He must be taught that. He must be taught that we must be 
exact in keeping God's law. There are no shades of holiness. That is 
very plain in all the_ numbers which God has created. This can be and 
ought to be made plain to the children. (I was going to say that a 
moment ago, let me say it now. As far as history is concerned, the 
little children can be taught that all things are for our sake, for the sake 
of the church. It is not hard to show a child that an orange and a 
banana grow with a peeling, but that when they begin to eat them, they 
throw the peeling away. A nut grows with a hard shell to protect it, 
but when we want to eat it, we break the shell and throw it away. And 
so it is that the world, that is presently destroyed, and the wicked are 
cast into hell, serves the church; and the children can at an early age 
be taught that.) But now to get back to those numbers, they are so 
definite that you can never make two and two equal anything else than 
four. And we must teach our children that they must be that exact 
in their walk of life. They cannot waver a fraction of any measure. 

In numbers there is also that beauty and order. I am always in­
trigued by that number nine. The beauty and order in it is so amazing. 
And it so clearly reveals the wisdom of God. Take that number nine in 
the table of one through ten, and list the product of each multiplication 
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in a column on a piece of paper, or on the blackboard. In the left hand 
column of the product you will get the numbers O through 9, one under 
the other. In the right hand column you will get just the opposite, the 
numbers 9 through 0, the one under the other. What is more, if now 
you look at the product· at each step of multiplication, you will find 
that every time the sum adds up to nine. One times nine equals 09. 
Add the O and the 9 and you get nine. Two times nine equals 18. 
Add the 1 and the 8 and you get nine. Three times nine is 2 7. Add the 
2 and the 7 and you get nine. And that occurs all through the table 
of nine from one through ten. What is more, the product of multi­
plying nine by any number from one through ten will always result in 
having the first number of the product one less than the number by 
which it is multiplied. One times nine equals 09. Zero is one less than 
one. Two times nine equals 18. And 1 is one less than the 2 by which 
nine is multiplied. When you go to the table of nine from eleven 
through twenty, the same is true except that now the product is eigh­
teen. Eleven times nine equals 99. Twelve times nine equals 108. Note 
that the left hand column is rising from nine to ten. The right hand 
column is diminishing from nine to eight. Nine added to nine equals 
eighteen. Ten and eight also make eighteen. The other numbers show 
the same order and systematic beauty, and it will pay to explore them 
and show the children God's order, and that God is behind all the world 
of numbers as He is in and behind all creation. 

The child must be taught that when you try to change values, you 
will get hurt, and that when you do not keep God's law perfectly you 
deserve to be punished by Him. If in a mathematical problem or 
procedure he gives the wrong value, he is not lying necessarily. But in 
everyday life when his mathematics is wrong, he shortchanges an­
other - be it unwittingly - or hurts himself. You cannot play with 
numbers and not suffer. So you cannot break God's holy law and not 
deserve the awful wrath of God. 

But let me conclude by giving a few suggestions. Try to bring the 
same Scriptural value on a given day in more than one subject. This is 

going to take careful preparation of the lessons. But it will be bene­
ficial for the child, for he will get the repetition which a child needs, 
and yet get it from a new point of view. You will thus avoid mono­
tonous repetition. Further, by all means, make the Scriptural value a 
matter of importance in the tests and examinations. Strive to see how 
much Scriptural-value input stayed put. We must know that. The child 
must never get the impression, as I already said, that the Scriptural 
values are a side dish. We MUST impress upon them the importance of 
Christian education, not mere education. 
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And, finally, make the teaching of Scriptural values a matter of 
prayer before the children. Let them hear in the opening prayer of 
the day the value they are going to be taught. In their hearing at the 
close of the day seek a blessing upon the teaching of that particular 
value. Let them go home with the proper impression of their 
schooling: that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 

Chapter 3 

CULTIVATING THANKFULNESS 

IN THE PRIVILEGED CHILD 

The difference between the Christian school and the schools of the 
world does not consist in this that different subjects are taught in the 
Christian school, but in the way in which the subjects are taught in 
these schools. In the Christian school, as the very name implies, the 
children are brought to meet Christ in the subjects. In the schools of 
the world the children are brought to the feet of the Antichrist, and are 
encouraged in all kinds of antichristian activities. In the Christian 
school the children are taught to put their trust in God. In the schools 
of the world they are taught that there is no God, and all the subjects 
are presented from an atheistic point of view. 

The difference between the Christian school and the schools of the 
world likewise is not that in the Christian school we find no sin, and 
instead a walk that is completely Christian, while only in the schools of 
the world will we find sin. No, that difference is not there. You are 
going to find sin in the Christian school as well as in the world's 
schools. The difference is that in a Christian school it is recognized as 
sin against God, while in the world it is labelled crime, social injustice, 
man's inhumanity and the like, but is never called sin. In the schools 
of the world the children will be encouraged to laugh at some sins. In 
the Christian school they will be taught to weep over sin, to get down 
on their knees, confess their sins and seek forgiveness in the blood of 
Christ, with the assurance that there is forgiveness for them. In the· 
schools of the world the children will be taught man's philosophies, 
and so-called remedies for the world's "ills" which will not work, and 
have never worked in the past. 

Therefore it is also true in the Christian school that there are disci-
- pline problems. And, as I hope to point out, we must expect sin among 

our children. Therefore this morning I would like to call your attention 
to the matter of counteracting sin in our schools in the privileged child, 
who in each generation sins more boldly and with less shame. I would 
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do that, however, from the positive point of view, rather than from the 
negative point of view of counteracting, putting down sin, and seeking 
to make the child cease from sinning. For God is not interested in 
legalism. He is not pleased by an outward conformity with the law, 
while the heart rebels against that law. What pleases Him is that the 
child, who is privileged to receive in his heart love for God, will walk in 
that love, and thus in a way of thankfulness before his God. And so 
our subject for this morning deals with cultivating thankfulness in the 
privileged child. 

The Thankfulness Which We Must Cultivate 
I must, however, begin by reminding you of what you know, 

namely, that our children come into this world with very unthankful 
natures, because, as the Word of God makes plain to us, the children 
come into this world with totally depraved natures. Paul speaks of that 
clearly in Romans 8: 7, 8 where he writes, "Because the carnal mind 
(that is, the fleshly mind which we get from our parents) is enmity 
against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can 
be." They are born then as enemies of God. It is not a question of 
how hard it is for our children to obey. It is not a question of how 
difficult it is for us to keep God's commandments. We come into this 
life with a nature that CANNOT keep God's law . This is what Paul 
teaches us here. It is NOT subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
CAN BE. And as though that were not enough, he clinches the matter 
by saying, "So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God." 
They CANNOT please God. With that kind of life our children come 
into this world. 

We tend to minimize this. We even look at these little babes and call 
them innocent little things. And yet they then already are enemies of 
God. What you see there in the arms of the mothers or of the father is 
an enemy of God. It is not subject to the law of God and cannot be. 
Sometimes we even go so far as to deny this total depravity when we 
see sin in our own children. And I am sure that you teachers have all 
experienced that. Parents come defending the child who sinned. That 
is because we as parents still have that flesh with us, and we are not as 
spiritually sensitive as we should be, even though in the bottom of our 
souls we are aware of the fact that our children have done wrong. But 
we want to listen to only one side of the story. If however you go to 
Scripture, it gives you quite a different picture. Scripture does not 
deny the wholly unthankful, rebellious nature filled with enmity 
against God. And whereas Scripture teaches us that God is no respecter 
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of persons, it also reveals that He is not a respecter of age either. How 
many infants there are that die, or that are born dead! God is no 
respecter of age. Sin before God is sin no matter whether we put it 
in sizes and shapes and forms or not. 

I like to call your attention to the fact that children in school, 
children in the kindergarten, children in the first grade already can 
commit the same sin that Adam committed and that brought the curse 
upon the whole human race. They can break God's law. They can dis­
obey the authorities. They can eat of the forbidden fruit, and do the 
things they are told not to do. And the blood of Christ had to be shed 
for little babies as well as for aged grandfathers. If that blood of Christ 
were not shed for them, we would have no hope for them at all. There 
would be no salvation for them. The same terrible torment and agony 
of the wrath of God in hell that was suffered by Christ on His cross 
for grandparent's sins, was borne also for the sins of little babes. It is 
not a matter of an accumulation of sins. Just ONE sin of Adam, that 
took just a split-second to perform, is behind all the curse that is in 
the world today. All the corruption, all the crime, all the misery that is 
in the world today came by one sin of Adam. And I say that, if you go 
to the Scriptures, you will come upon that well-known incident when 
the children mocked Elisha, and God sent two she-bears to kill 42 of 
them. Was God then a respecter of age? 

David in Psalm 25 :7 realizes this truth, and cries out, "Remember 
not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions." David realizes the 
need of that blood of Christ for his sins committed while a youth. So 
although we try to minimize and even deny the sins of our children, 
God says that our children commit heinous sins, sins worthy of all the 
torment in hell. 

What I'd like to point out to you next is the fact that all sin, regard­
less of size, shape, or form. . . . 0, I never like to talk about big sins 
and little sins. They are all big. Some are double. Some are com­
plex. Some are not only in the mind but also in the hand. But do not 
forget that God never talks about little sins. Let me remind you again 
that it was one act of Adam, one that hurt no man - that sin was all 
against the first table of the law, and not against the second table. 
Adam had another god before Jehovah. And sin is always terrible in 
the eyes of the living God. Sin is always an act of unthankfulness 
whether it be committed by a believer or by an unbeliever. The un­
believer breathes God's air, walks on God's earth, eats God's food, 
drinks His water, receives every heartbeat, every reception of oxygen 
into his lungs from the living God, and, as we read a moment ago, he 
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uses all these in enmity against God and to oppose Him in all his walk 
of life. That is not thankfulness. That is not showing appreciation for 
what he has been given. That is an unthankful walk. And if we bear in 
mind what I said Thursday night, how much more unthanldul it is 
when we are talking about privileged children who have been given the 
right to be treated by the living God in tender mercy and love; to have 
all these blessings of His kingdom bestowed upon them, and then 
walk in rebellion against Hirn. They defy Hirn. They oppose Hirn. 
And they too use the things of His creation, not to serve, not to glorify 
Hirn, not to be His faithful stewards and royal priesthood, but to serve 
self and the flesh. We find that they are still motivated by that same 
evil ambition of Adam who said, "I am going to be like God! I am 
going to decide for myself what is good and what is evil." That is the 
way we and our children are. And that all is unthankfulness. 

And we can, and we must, expect our children when they begin to 
attend school to manifest these evil, unthankful natures even more. 
There is going to be an increase in sin in their lives at school. I will 
give you three reasons why this is so. In the first place, when the child 
begins his education at school there is added confrontation. With his 
depraved nature he confronts other children with depraved natures. 
Brothers and sisters fight at home. Children fight with the children in 
the neighborhood, but when they come to school they meet a larger 
number of children, all with sinful natures. With this meeting of a 
larger number of their peers, there is a greater clashing of wills and 
desires. And children can be very cruel. They can say some very nasty 
things, can kick and scratch and bite. In many ways they show the evil 
that is still in them. In the home there is a natural bond of love be­
tween the children. How much more does that evil nature come out 
when they meet children outside the family. They see them in church 
and Sunday School. But now they are in a much closer relationship in 
the classroom and on the playground. And evil nature clashes with. 
evil nature. 

In the second place there is always a school within the school. 
Children learn at school not simply what you teach them. They learn 
from the other children. You may have children of whom we might 
say that they came from a very strict home, children who know what is 
right and what is wrong, because it has been spelled out for them 
faithfully by their parents. They mingle and mix with children who 
come from homes where it is very lax, and discipline is found to such a 
small degree. They meet children who can do almost as they please. 
And so the older children teach the younger children, the skill~d in 

32 



sin teach those who do not know all the tricks. The bolder children 
bolder in sin, teach the meeker children. And so there is a school 
within the school. Added to that is the peer pressure that is found so 
glaringly at school. Children that would not dare to perform a parti­
cular sin at home, and would blush after having done so, sometimes 
outdo their peers in cursing, swearing, smoking, and the like, in order 
to get their approval. They want to be accepted. They do not want 
to be called names. They do not want to be called sissy or the like. 
So there is peer preassure on top of the fact that the more sinful 
children teach those less skilled in sin, and cause the other children to 
develop in sin, even in the Christian school where we teach them 
Scriptural values. 

In the third place, when our children come to school they have 
added restraints upon a nature that wants no restraints. At home 
already they are under our thumbs. They are under rules, regulations, 
authority. They do not like that. That unthankful nature wants to go 
its own way. They do not want to listen to God, do not want to be 
told what is right and what is wrong. Well, that again, is in the sphere 
of the natural love which you find in the home. But when they get 
under the rule and authority of a teacher whom they may never have 
seen before they came to school, it is a different matter. They do 
not - not yet at least - love that teacher under whose thumb they are 
placed, and who has the right to exercise authority over them. Some 
rebel more openly than others, but it is simply according to that nature, 
that Romans 8:7, 8 declares does not and cannot keep God's law and 
please Him that they do this. And so all these restrictions serve to 
cause the child to manifest more and more what is in his nature, and 
that he is by nature an enemy of God. 

But there is hope. There is a bright light in the midst of this gloomy 
picture. We are talking about children who are privileged to be the 
objects of God's love, and are given that new life in the depth of their 
souls that is blessed with love toward God. They have the seed of the 
new life, that cannot sin 1 as I pointed out last night, and is taught us 
in I John 3 :9. Our little children have that new life too. 0, sometimes 
they are even born again before they are born physically. John the 
Baptist was and leaped within his mother at the sound of Mary's voice 
and the presence of the Christ within her. Between conception and 
natural birth they can be recipients of that new life. It is, you know, a 

gift of God's grace, and not because the children did something. It is 
given to those whom God chose eternally. In Romans 9:11-13 we read 
of God loving Jacob before he was born or did good or evil, thus before 

33 



he believed. This was according to God's purpose of election. Eter­
nally He loved them. Why can He not give them before natural birth 
the new life in that eternal love? At any rate, we may believe that He 
regenerates them very early in life so that they can begin to receive 
the truth and begin the act of faith. As I said Thursday night, you must 
see Christ in these children which you see behind those desks. Having 
that new life, they have Christ in them. And you must teach with that 
in mind. 

Now that seed of that new life - and indeed all through life even in 
the grandparents it is only a seed - is a seed of thankfulness. It is also 
a seed that must be and can be cultivated. Now thankfulness is rooted 
in love. Thankfulness means to be full of the conviction that God is 
good. And if we are filled with the conviction that God is good, we 
are filled with the conviction that His law is good. You are most likely 
aware of the fact that the Hebrew word for giving thanks is a word 
that means to throw out the hand, that is, to point to one. And the 
implication is that you point one out and say that he is good, or has 
done to and for you that which is good. Note Psalm 119:68, "Thou 
art good and doest good." So then when we thank God we point to 
Him, not with the finger, but in our speech, in our songs, in our prayers 
and in our confessions, and we say, "O God, how good Thou art." 
That is giving thanks. It is praising God for His goodness. And what 
you consider to be good, you love. Psychologically it is impossible to 
love what you consider bad. You love only that which you consider 
to be good. Thankfu~ness is always rooted in love. And love, without 
exception, always desires to please the object of that love. That is what 
Jesus meant when He said that keeping God's law is fulfilled in that 
one word: that we love God. If you love God you are going to keep 
His commandments, because you desire to please Him. No one who 
loves a person desires to displease that one. So thankfulness is rooted 
in love, and is desirous of pleasing God. That 13th chapter of Paul's 
first epistle to the Corinthians, where the translation speaks of charity, 
but the Greek word is love, shows plainly that love desires to please and 
serve. Love is not puffed up. Does not seek itself. It desires to please. 
This desire our children have in that seed of the new life, that seed of 
thankfulness, that seed that desires to walk in love toward God, and to 
please the living God. And it is because they have that seed that we can 
speak of cultivating thankfulness in them. You cannot cultivate a 
field, if there is no plant to sow there. And though it is in our children 
only in seed form, it is there, and that makes cultivating of thankfulness 
possible. As John writes, "Whosoever is born of God doth not commit 
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sin, for his seed remaineth in him, and he cannot sin because he is born 
of God." John speaks of that seed of thankfulness, and he assures us 
that it remains in us once God has planted it in our hearts. 

What does it mean to cultivate? It means to pull out the weeds. 
And weeds in this instance are sins. The weeds are evil deeds which 
threaten to choke and destroy that life of thankfulness which God has 
implanted in our children. So in that sense we can speak of - and I 
am not afraid of speaking of - counteracting sin. We do have to pull 
out the weeds. When you rebuke and punish the child, that is what you 
try to do. But there is another side to cultivating. It is not simply 
cutting down the weeds. When you cultivate you have to feed that 
plant as well. And that is your calling in the school: to feed that seed 
by means of the Word of God, which is spiritual food for our souls. 
That new principle, or seed, of thankfulness which God has implanted 
in our children must be nourished, protected and by Scriptural values 
be furthered in its growth in every way that we can. 

The Way or Method 
Let me, in order to point out the way to do this, mention some 

powerful, wonder-working tools that God has given us for the culti­
vating. First of all we have Scriptures wherewith we can feed our 
children's new life. The Word of God, or if you please, the gospel must 
be fed to them. Our children need to hear the gospel. I am not afraid 
to say that. They need to be told and assured that "Unto you is born 
this day, in the city of David, a Saviour which is Christ the Lord." To 
them we must say, "Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the 
sin of the world." In all their sinfulness they need to know that. 
Children who, because of that new principle of life, know that they 
have displeased God by their sins, must be reminded of this salvation 
which they have in the blood of Christ. They need to have the gospel 
brought to them in school. That is a Scriptural value and an important 
one. The value of the cross of Christ, the value of salvation full and 
free must be presented to them. As I said Thursday night, they must 
meet Christ in school, otherwise we better take the first six letters out 
of the word Christian which is in the name of our school. What do you 
have left then in the name of your school? 

No, school is not a catechism class, and they are not there to receive 
sermons. The school is not a Sunday School either. But a Christian 

school does have to have Christ in its teaching. And the gospel as it 
is in Christ must be heard by the children. As I pointed out in my 
introduction to this matter of teaching Scriptural values, and before I 
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began to speak of the subject itself, I said that when we teach our 
children Scriptural values we are not only laying the foundation for 
counteracting sin in them, but we are in principle already beginning to 
counteract sin in them. Because when we teach them this value of the 
cross of Christ, we are assuring the children, we are making them aware, 
of being children of God. We are building up thankfulness in them. 
When you are thankful, you are thankful for something. And we must 
teach the children to be thankful for that cross, to be thankful for 
salvation. 

The Scriptures are a powerful tool for working thankfulness in the 
children. I am afraid that we neglect it. I do not say that we do that 
always, but I am afraid that it is the paddle, the whip, the rod on which 
we lay too much stress, and that we lay too little on the Word of God 
and leave it silent. Strictly speaking, to punish our children properly 
it is going to have to be done in connection with the Word of God. 
They have to know what they did that was wrong, and why it is con­
trary to God's will. They must be shown the other side as well, namely, 
what it is that God does require of them. But they also have to know 
that cross of Christ. They will not hear of that cross in the schools of 
the world. They may in these schools be whipped, and may feel the 
rod. They may be frightened into not doing this or that. But then they 
are not being cultivated in thankfulness. Then we are curbing exter­
nally, but we are not touching the hea.rt. We are not working with 
that new principle of life that God has implanted in that child. 

And the Scriptures are very powerful for working in the children 
thankfulness to God for the salvation that God has prepared for them, 
and for the place that God is preparing for them in His kingdom. Let 
us go back to that text I quoted Thursday night, namely, II Timothy 
3: 16, 17, "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine reproof, correction, for instruction in righteousness: That 
the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good 
works." There you have it. Scripture is a powerful and profitable 
tool. That is what God says, not Paul, not I, but God. God says, "You 
use My Scripture on My children, and there is going to be profit. They 
will be instructed in righteousness and qualified to walk in all good 
works, including the work of thankfulness." 

There are passages in the Old Testament as well. Let us turn to 
Isaiah 55. I will begin to read at verse 10, "For as the rain cometh 
down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but 
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give 
seed to the sower and bread for the eater. So shall My word be that 
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goeth forth out of My mouth: it shall not return to Me void, but it 
shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing 
whereto I sent it." Note that it SHALL prosper in that whereto God 
sent it. It shall accomplish that which He prepared it to do. Or, if 
you will, turn to Psalm 119: 105, "Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, 
and a light unto my path." And even more clearly in verse 130, "The 
entrance of Thy words giveth light: it giveth understanding to the 
simple." And if you want to know the power of that word, listen to 
this from Hebrews 4:12, "For the Word of God is quick and powerful, 
and sharper than any two-edged sword 1 piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart." It is powerful. It 
works. Use it then to counteract the sins that are already there, and to 
prevent sins from being committed in the future. For even as the world 
says, "An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure." Not only 
must we counteract sins wherein the children are walking, we must and 
should work to bring them to thankfulness before God for what they 
are in His grace. And the Scriptures are valuable for accomplishing 
this. 

Then too, we have, in the second place, the matter of discipline. 
The school does not have key power. The school cannot - and the 
children are not even ready for that yet - bar from the sacraments. 
And the school cannot declare them outside the kingdom of God. In 
the discussion after the speech the other night we talked about Esaus 
in the school. Well, even if we could be sure that we had an Esau in 
our class or school - which I doubt that we can ever be sure of - you 
could not discipline them in the sense of declaring them outside the 
kingdom of God. You may have mental reservations about some of the 
children as to whether they should even be in the school, but cannot 
be sure they are Esaus, and you do have the rod. 

I typed out a few verses from Proverbs which speak of this. There is 
Proverbs 10: 13 where we read, "In the lips of him that hath under­
standing wisdom is found: but a rod is for the back of him that is void 
of understanding." And here are a few more. "Withhold not correc­
tion from the child: for if thou beatest him with the rod, he shall not 
die" Proverbs 23: 13. Also the next verse, verse 14, "Thou shalt beat 
him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from hell." One more. 
"The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth 
his mother shame" Proverbs 29:15. Then, too, in verse 17, "Correct 
thy son, and he shall give thee rest; yea he shall give delight to thy 
soul." But let us go back to Proverbs 13 and read verse 24. Solomon 
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declares, "He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him 
chasteneth him betimes." The text speaks for itself. So God has given 
us the rod. He has given us discipline, and we must not neglect that rod 
and must discipline by it. 

That does not mean that this rod always has to be literal. You may 
punish him by depriving him of things. But there must be punishment, 
and I am afraid that there is not enough, rather than too much punish­
ment. When the children are your own flesh and blood, you are 
tempted, because as parents we too are so lacking in that spiritual life 
that has true love of God, that we do spare the rod, and do not realize 
that the rod is for the child's spiritual good. 

Whenever we use discipline, whether it is the rod literally or 
·depriving the child of what he wants to do, I would suggest that before 

you apply the punishment, you use Scripture. I say that for two 
reasons. That child must know the Scriptural values, and that is more 
important than the spanking. The pain of the rod lasts a short time. 
Those Scriptural values must stick in his soul for life. In the second 
place, coming with Scripture, before the use of the rod, will help to 
calm us down ourselves. The child must never understand or get the 
impression that we are punishing hirri merely because he sinned against 
us. So often that is the case, and we show it on our faces. The fire 
flashing in our eyes gives the child that impression. The child must 
know, in connection now with that first tool, namely, the Scriptures, 
that he sinned against God. So often the child goes away thinking that 
he got spanked because he did not do what teacher liked, or what his 
father or mother disliked. That is like a lead balloon. It cannot ascend 
up to heaven or into the child's soul. The child's thoughts are not by 
that directed unto the heavens, and unto the God against Whom he 
sinned. That is why we should use that discipline in conne'ction with 
the Scriptures. The two tools must be used together. And I will come 
back to that in a moment, but here, too, I want to point out that when 
we discipline we should pray with the child. I would suggest here again 
that you do this before you apply the rod. Before you tell the child 
what his punishment is going to be, and before you punish him, pray 
with him. Make it a spiritual matter and not simply a physical deed. 
He who sinned must also come before his God, and he must come be­
fore Christ in Whom he has forgiveness in the way of repentance and 
fleeing from his sin. 

In the third place, there is that tool of which I spoke briefly last 
night, namely, an holy example. Children are very, very observing. 
And they see a whole lot more than you and I often think that they 
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see. I am convinced that too often we underestimate the abilities of 
children. I mean that also in as far as spiritual matters are concerned 
we fail to realize how much they can grasp. And they get a whole lot 
more out of a logically arranged sermon than we think that they can 
and do. You teachers who have at times assigned to the children the 
work of taking and bringing sermon summaries to school know that 
children can pick out essential elements in the sermon, and come with 
commendable summaries of what they heard the day before in church. 
We are surprised sometimes as to what a child can get out of a sermon, 
when making a summary is assigned to him, even when the sermon was 
not designed entirely for what we think is their level of spiritual under­
standing. They do have abilities that we are not always ready to con­
cede. Especially when it comes to spiritual matters that they should 
not believe and works that they should not duplicate. When there is a 
sin in which they like to walk, they are very observing of parents, 
teachers, and church members who are walking in these sins. They 
like to find these sins in adults; and seeing it simply feeds the flame of 
their own evil desires. Therefore parents and teachers can never be too 
careful in their walk of life, as to what they say, and what they will 
not say. They must, by where they will go and where they will not go, 
give the right example. By what they do and by what they will not do, 
by what they approve of and by what they will not approve of, by 
what they look at on TV and by what they will not look at, how they 
dress and how they will not be seen dressed they must set an example 
which their children may follow and which reflects a love of Scriptural 
values. You cannot be too careful. 

Let me quote a few things of recent remarks in this connection and 
of many decades ago to show the wrong trend. Gordon Ellers, who is 
Bethany Christian Services' supervisor for Ottawa County, spoke at 
Hope College at "The Challenge of Children Conference, 1982: Family 
Discovery." This is what he said, among other things, "Live out values 
in the family atmosphere. A child won't learn to respect authority 
from a parent who constantly talks down those in a position of 
authority." I am afraid that this is one of the evils in our country. 
One of the reasons why there is so much lack of respect for authorities 
is exactly our so-called freedom of speech. Our cartoonists can ridicule 
the president and the leaders of our country. They may make them 
look like fools. They draw the most hideous, distorted pictures of 
them, accentuating, as they did with former president Nixon, facial 
features, like his nose. This all induces the children to lose respect 
for the authorities. And when we do that in the home, and when we 
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violate the traffic laws, our children see that and we must not be sur­
prised when they get caught pretty soon for the same violations. We 
taught them to do that. And there are so many things of which we 
have to be careful, lest we set a bad example as teachers and as parents. 

Then again there was way back in 1927 in the American magazine, 
which is no longer published, a discussion between two literary lumin­
aries, namely, Harold Bell Wright and Albert Payson Terhune. Mr. 
Terhune said that the sheik-flapper generation is hell-bent. Mr. Wright 
denied this and insisted instead that the children were merely aping 
their elders, that the parents are to blame - not in lack of discipline, 
so much as through example. The trouble he said is that Dad attempts 
to correct young Willie something like this: "Willie, I want you to keep 
out of my cigarettes!" Or, "Willie, if you ever sneak any of my hip­
flask liquor out to a party again, I'll cut down your allowance." Or he 
may reprimand his daughter thus: "Bubbles, you little painted hussy, 
you leave Mother's lipstick and rouge alone!" How can a parent, who 
smokes himself, object pretty soon when his child does? How can a 
mother, who cannot be distinguished from the women of the world, 
justly complain when her daughter looks like the daughters of the 
world? I said a moment ago that children are very observing. How 
much of this has not crept into the churches? There is drinking before 
the children. And if we set the example, our children are going to 
follow. And these lines, .written way back in 1927, ought to make us 
blush and cause us to realize how much we have lost our spiritual 
sensitivity and approve things in the churches that were in the past 
strongly condemned as worldly. As I said last night in answer to the 
questions raised and presented after my speech, "The sins wherein 
the parents walk, the children will run." They will always take that sin 
a step further. That explains the situation in which we are today, also 
in our own schools and churches. We just simply cannot be too care­
ful. How we speak; where our children see us go; what they see us do; 
how we behave under various circumstances ought to be an example to 
them of thankfulness, not unthankfulness. Our walk of life, our 
example ought to be a powerful tool to work thankfulness in them. 

And that means, of course, not only that our children see us walk 
uprightly before God, and thus in thankfulness, but, becahse we are 
human and we sin as well as they do, we should set an example of 
sorrow for sin. Do your own children, do your children in the class­
room ever see that you are sorry for sin? We, too, still have that old 
nature of Romans 8:7, 8, so that we are not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be. Sometimes we punish the wrong child and 
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should confess this before them. A child is not going to lose respect for 
a teacher, or parent, who confesses his own sin. If we teach them the 
truth of Romans 8:7, 8, we are teaching them that WE also have such a 
wicked nature. And remorse in us for our sins must be shown. We 
must also set such an example. Not only must we walk circumspectly, 
but when we do fall into sin, we must set an example of humility, 
sorrow, real contrition, and show tears of repentance. As the psalmist 
says in Psalm 119: 136, "Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, because 
they keep not thy law." How much more should such tears run down 
our eyes over our own sins? But how much blushing is there with us 
as ·parents and teachers because of our sins? What we read in Jeremiah 
6: 15 can often be said of us, "Were they ashamed when they had 
committed abominations? Nay, they were not ashamed, neither could 
they blush." I am afraid that the lack of blushing on the part of our 
children when they sin is because they never saw us blush in our sins. 
They have not seen us feel shame. And I think television has a lot to do 
with that. I think that your radios, newspapers, and magazines pro­
duce this condition wherein we and our children are incapable of 
blushing when we walk in sin. All this craze for entertainment in the 
world, it is sad to say, but it is nevertheless true, is what Paul con­
demned in Romans 1: 3 2 when he said that though men know the 
judgment of God that they which commit sin are worthy of death, "not 
only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them." Paul 
predicted years and years ago what today has come to the high point 
that it has reached. Do your children see that? Do they see that you 
find pleasure in those who desecrate the Sabbath? who live immoral 
lives? All the movies on TV - and the comics as well, even though 
some parents think that their children can watch the comics - make 
our children laugh about sins. The plot in all these movies and comics 
revolves around some sin. Do not forget it. If you have a story, if you 
are going to write one that people will enjoy, it has to revolve around a 
sin; either theft, or adultery, or murder, or for that matter any sin. 
There always has to be a villain so that there can be an hero. And then 
we laugh, and we are entertained by those who commit sin. And we 
set a bad example for our children. 

But finally, once again, do not forget prayer, both for and before 
the children. Paul writes in Philippians 1: 9, 10 - which I also quoted 
last night in connection with our calling to train the children in spiritual 

sensitivity - "And this I pray that your love may abound yet more and 
more in knowledge and all judgment; that ye may approve things that 
are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of 

41 



Christ." But now note, "And this I pray .... " You cannot make your 
children love God. You cannot make that love abound. But you can 
pray that God will give it, and that He will make it abound into the 
knowledge and judgment. And having disciplined the child, we should 
pray for a blessing upon it in the child's presence. The child must see 
that we take the matter to God in prayer. 

And the fruit will be twofold. We will be cultivating thankfulness 
in the children as God is pleased to use our work. And do not forget 
that prayer is the chief part of thankfulness. But then we will also 
go home with peace of mind. The day may have been a rough one. 
Some children will resist and give us a rough time. But taking it to 
God in prayer, and leaving the outcome to the almighty power of the 
Holy Spirit, we can go home with peace of mind, and with thankful­
ness for the privilege of training His precious jewels in thankfulness. 

Book Reviews 

Calvin and the Anabaptist Radi­
cals, by Willem Balke, translated 
by William J. Heynen; William B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand 
Rapids, MI, 3 3 8 pages, paper. 
(Reviewed by P. VanDer Schaaf.) 

What is the true church of 
Christ in this world? How is she 
to be recognized? How must she 
live in the world, and what must 
be her attitude toward the state 
under whom she lives? How is the 
Scripture rightly to be inter­
preted? These are not dead issues, 
but lively questions which God's 
people in every age must answer 
in faith. They are a concern of 
Reformed Christians living in the 

twentieth century. They are 
questions which concerned God's 
people during the age of the 
Reformation. Willem Balke's 
book, Calvin and the Anabaptist 
Radicals shows how these ques­
tions were posed by the Anabap­
tists, who represented the radical 
wing of the Reformation, and 
how they were answered by John 
Calvin. 

The book examines the image 
that Calvin had of the Anabaptists 
and of their doctrines. The first 
half of the book examines the 
personal contact that Calvin had 
with the Anabaptists beginning 
with the time in which the first 
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edition of the Institutes appeared, 
through Calvin's stay in the city 
of Strassburg and ·the final period 
of his life in Geneva. The second 
half of the book is a systematic 
study of Calvin's views of Ana­
baptists' doctrines and of the 
doctrines that Calvin taught in 
opposition to the Anabaptists. 
The author contrasts the teachings 
of Calvin and the Anabaptists on 
the doctrines of the church, the 
relationship between the church 
and the world, hermeneutics and 
the proper understanding of Scrip­
ture, Christo logy, and escha­
tology. 

The book has several things to 
commend it. It contains inter­
esting narratives of personal con­
tacts that Calvin and other Re­
formers had with Anabaptists. 
The author's fair and scholarly 
evaluation of Anabaptist teachings 
makes the book a valuable intro­
duction to the major doctrines of 
the radical reformers. Most 
valuable is the author's vindica­
tion of Calvin over against the 

Anabaptists. So much of what 
is written on the great reformer 
of Geneva emphasizes the vitriolic 
style of his writing or the inflexi­
bility of his personality. One 
often misses even the attempt to 
be fair with Calvin much less 
favorable to him. Balke's evalua­
tions of Calvin's answers to the 
Anabaptist challenge show 
Calvin's insights to be as impor­
tant to the Reformed churches in 
our day as they were to the 
church of the Reformation. 

The book was originally pub­
lished in Dutch and is the author's 
doctor's thesis. In places it reads 
like a doctor's thesis. Also, any 
reader well acquainted with 
Calvin's teachings will find much 
in the book that he already 
knows. Still, the book's value 
lies in the contrasts and compari­
sons that the author makes be­
tween two of the major wings of 
the Reformation. It is well worth 
reading for anyone who must 
teach the history of that era. Ill 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
The Wheels of Heaven by David 
E. Lawrence. Crossway Books; 
Westchester, Illinois, $4.95, 13 9 
pages, paper. 
(Reviewed by G. VanDer Schaaf.) 

The Wheels of Heaven is a 
science-fiction novel. It employs 
a stock sci-fi plot: a scientist, 
Albert Blake, shrinks so that the 
secret workings of the subatomic 
world are revealed to him. What 
he learns is so astounding, so con­
trary to contemporary scientific 
canon, that he remains silent for 
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almost 40 years before daring to 
tell his story to a skeptical world. 

The "shrinking man" plot is 
standard sci-fi stuff. In his book, 
however, Lawrence presents it 
with a twist. What scientist 
Blake discovers is that each and 
every electron in the cosmos is 
directed by creatures (never iden­
tified) who are under the control 
of God. By this control of the 
building blocks of all matter, God 
works His sovereign will through­
out the universe. 



Lawrence is the chairman of 
the _ Science Department of 
Madison County High School in 
Madison, Virginia and is a member 
of a Baptist church in that city. 
The former explains why, per­
haps, The Wheels of Heaven 
shows an unnatural, stilted style, 
reminding me of a scientific 
monograph rewritten for the 
general public. The latter ac­
counts for the fundamentalist 
overtones in the book: a passing 

reference to a free will decision to 
serve the Creator and, through­
out the book, the underlying 
assumption (shared by fundamen­
talist science texts) that scriptural 
accounts of creation can be 
profitably def ended by appeals 
to science. 

The Wheels of Heaven is a 
curious book, and I recommend it 
only at that level: a curiosity 
piece. Ill 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

The Valiant Papers by Calvin 
Miller. Zondervan, Grand Rapids, 
MI, $5.95, 155 pp., paper. 
(Reviewed by G. VanDer Schaaf.) 

In C.S. Lewis' The Screwtape 
Letters, a senior tempter corres­
ponds with a junior devil. In 
The Valiant Papers, a guardian 
angel files his final report to the 
central office. If the premise of 
this type of literature is offensive 
to the reader, by all means stay 
away from this book. 

Every Reformed reader has a 
standard by which he evaluates 
what he reads. That standard is 
the Word. This standard, always 
the same, is applied differently 
to different types of literature. 
When I read "Christian fiction," 
I read with different expectations, 
different questions, different cri­
teria of acceptability than when I 
read "secular fiction." One of 
these criteria, or questions, is 
"How much bad theology can be 
present in a story before I can no 

longer enjoy it? What is the 
limit?" This limit will be differ­
ent for each reader. My limit 
was reached m The Valiant 
Papers. 

This is not to say that The 
Valiant Papers is a dull, uninter­
esting book. Calvin Miller is a 
wordsmith of considerable talent; 
he is in full command of the 
language, as the brief poems at 
the end of each chapter give 
evidence. Too, Mr. Miller has a 
clear eye regarding the problems 
and pitfalls of life in 20th century 
America. It is Miller's opinions 
of what God wills for mankind 
and how God accomplishes - or 
fails to accomplish - that will, 
as voiced through angel Valiant, 
that spoil . the story for me. 
Arminianism is everywhere, Uni­
versalism permeates every page, 
and what might have been an 
enjoyable book is finally only a 
disappointment. m 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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The following is a list of the manuals for teachers that have been pro­
duced by teachers at summer workshops and through personal study. 
These educational helps have been funded in part or totally by the 
Federation of Protestant Reformed Christian Schools. Copies of these 
are available: 

Biblical Perspectives in the Social Sciences (1971) 
A Writing Program for the Covenant Child (1972) 
Suffer Little Children (Bible manuals 1, 2, & 3 ), at cost 
Workbooks for Suffer Little Children, at cost 
Teachers' Manual for Ancient World History (1977) 
History Units on Medieval World History (1979) on the following 

topics: 
Unit I. The Barbarian Migrations 
Unit II. The Eastern or Byzantine Empire 

Unit III. The Rise and Spread of Islam 
Unit IV. England and the Middle Ages 
Unit V. France in the Middle Ages 
Unit VI. The Crusades 
Unit VII. Feudalism and the Manor 

Reformed Education by Rev. D. Engelsma. (Orders should be sent 
to Reformed Education, 4190 Burton S.E., Grand Rapids, MI 49506. 
Send $1.50 plus $.60 for postage and handling.) 

* * * * * 

Freeborn Sons of Sarah, An Exposition of Galatians, by Rev. George 
C. Lubbers, $5 .00 

* * * * * 

Back Issues of Perspectives are available to yourself or for a friend. 

Perspectives continues to experience a need for manuscripts or articles 
from teachers, parents, or any other interested person. We will also 
print any pertinent letters regarding our publication. 
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