Young Writers’ Workshop

we are strangers to logic and clear vice and growth of the church
thinking? After all, are not these more valuable than just the
skills that can be used for the ser- ability to ‘“‘earn a buck’?
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When the devil cannot stay us from a good work,
then he laboureth by all means to make us proud of it.
Henry Smith

from the
TEACHERS” LOUNGE

Parents of the 4th, 5th, and 6th graders in our Protestant
Reformed Schools in and around Grand Rapids are no doubt
quite aware of the writing workshop which is in the works for a
day in July this summer, And, judging by the response to date,
there is also a good degree of enthusiasm for the project, At
least cighty children will be participating in it., That means,
of course, that a good number of teachers will also have to be

involved, to make for an effective teacher/learner ratio. We ve
asked Mr. Jobn Kalsbeek, who is one of three teachers who will
serve as coordinators of the activities of the workshop, to let us
in on some of the plans which are coming out of the teachers’
lounge. The article which be submitted was written, really, to
prospective student-participants in the workshop, But it’s in-
tended, more broadly, to inform the general comstituency con-
cerning this most recent endeavor sponsored by the Federation of
Protestant Reformed School Societies. The workshop is meant
to be a kind of “pilot project,” the idea being that it serve as a
pattern for individual schools to follow in conducting their own
summer projects in the future, Amyway, the article by John
Kalsbeek which follows can, where appropriate, be shared by
parents with their children,
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FROM THE TEACHERS' LOUNGE

If you are going to be a fourth,
fifth, or sixth grader beginning
next September and are interested
in writing, this short article is
written for you.

This summer something new is
being planned.
tried before by our schools. It's
a pioneer venture that should be
an adventure for every one of
you. The plans are to hold a
one-day writing workshop for
young writers on Tuesday, July
15.

One of the goals of this work-
shop is to try to give you a fun
and enjoyable writing experience.
Writing is never easy. It usually
involves a lot of hard work and
effort. Even so, writing can be an
experience that makes you feel
good inside. When you are fin-
ished you feel pleased with your
efforts.

A second goal is to encourage
you as young writers to have a
good attitude toward writing. Be-
cause writing is hard work, it is
easy to try to avoid doing it or
to be tempted to put it off. Some
of your favorite writers like

It has never been

My, Kalsbeek teaches 4th grade
at Adams Street Christian School,

Writers’ Workshop

John Kalsbeek

Marguerite Henry, Jim Kjelgaard,
Beverly Cleary, Laura Ingalls
Wilder, Meindert DeJong,
E.L. Konigsburg have learned to
enjoy writing and have developed
a good attitude toward writing.
Many authors who write books

and

for young people began writing
at an early age. Hopefully this
summeér workshop will stimulate
your interest in writing,

The writing activity will center
in the 1dea of conflict. Most
stories are written in such a way
that the main person in the story
has to face and overcome some
kind of an enemy. Sometimes
that enemy is an animal or some-
times it is something like a tor-
nado or an earthquake or some
other force in nature. In other
stories the enemy may be an-
other person — a boy or a girl.

Writing 1s easiest when you
write about something you have
experienced yourself. This idea
will be stressed and emphasized
in this summer workshop. Did
you at one time hide your head
under your pillow on a stormy
night because you were afraid of
thunder and lightening? That’s
what you should write about,
Did you spend a couple of days in

28 PERSPECTIVES IN COVENANT EDUCATION



Young Writers” Workshop

the hospital because you were
very sick? That’s something you
can write about. Were you at
one time afraid of water? Write
about your fear and how you
overcame that fear. 1 write all
this to set your minds to working
because the theme for this sum-
mer’s workshop will be ““Conflict
in Nature,”

Along with this writing activity
we are also planning to have a
pizza lunch and some play time
for relaxation. At the end of the
day each one of you who par-
ticipate will go home with a book-
let containing all the stories
written at the workshop. These
booklets will also be distributed
to each of our schools for other
fourth, fifth, and sixth graders to
read. Before you go home, each
one of you will be given a neat
and impressive T-shirt for your
work for the day.

We were happy to see that so
many of you registered for this
summer’s workshop. We are ex-

cited about this project and look
forward to seeing you on July 15!

To Parents:

Last summer the Federation
Board of our Protestant Reformed
School Societies conducted a one-
day mini-course for our teachers.
The purpose of this mini-course
was to encourage our teachers to
stress writing activities across the
curriculum — in all the different
subject areas.

The idea for a summer work-
shop for young writers came out
of this mini-course. The Federa-
tion Board liked the idea and de-
cided to promote such a program
this summer.

‘As stated in the above article,
it is hoped that the writing
activities of this workshop for
young writers might, in a small
way, encourage some of our
young children to use their latent
talents in writing to God’s glory
and praise.
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Bulletin boards often have lots of pictures. We’d like, this
time, to make ours pictorial, We feature bere our 1986 graduates,
They come from ten of the eleven Protestant Reformed Schools
in the United States. It bappens that our Covenant Christian
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